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CHAP. XVI. 

JlJUSY Rumour flapped her wirtgs ' 
half oveF the kingdom before the' 
{%xti had fifen to its next day's noon ; 
not a lip had fipped the morning 
fragrance of the tea-table, nor rofy 
health quaffed deep its nut-brown 
ale, without the ftory of the preced- 
ing evening, without invention with 
its magnifying glafs, and all the 
train of' multiplied wonders freely 
taking their devious range ; one had 
Vol. II. B conquered 
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conquered twenty deaths, and the 
other died a thoufand in his arms ! 
Aftonifhment is, of all the other 
paflions of the human bread, the 
eafieft raifed ; — in our early inexperi- 
enced years, when every thing breaks 
fre(h upon the mind ; — in the mid- 
dle age, when we wonder becaufe we 
never faw or heard before 5— and in 
our declining days, when we create 
wonders as the boaft of our experi- 
ence, and dwell on the marvellous in 
order to fee u re attention! 

When Lord Norbury returned on 
the day following to Sir Francis 
Bloom, whom he had unfortunately 
left in the circle of harpies who had 
deeply impreffed the mark of their 

talons 
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talons on his heart, the fame of this 
event had rung through every town 
and village, and met him as he pafled 
along. When he arrived at the inn 
where his melancholy friend awaited 
him, the toaft of Henry Somerville 
and Harriet .Howard burft, in reite- 
rated (houts, from every room, anfl 
was joined with heartieft merriment 
that played jocund round the foam- 
ing brimmer at the door. His Lord- 
fhip could fcarcely be fuffered to , 
alight, or his fervants to attend him, • 
before they had fatisfied the eager 
cyriofity of every one, to know fome- 
thing of the health of the parties. 
In Ihort, if Henry Somerville had 
chofen at that moment to (land for 
B 2 . the 
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the county v or almoft even to kt 
up a claim to the crown, neither the 
influence of one party- nor.the rights 
of the other co&ld hav« refilled the 
torrent of his popularity. But Henry 
himfclf with a glorious pride would 
not exchange 

* Thofc heart-ennobllftgfbrrows, for the lot 
Of him who fits amid the gaudy herd 
Of mute barbarians bending to his nodi** 

Far other fortunes attended the dc- 
• graded ignominious child of foIIy t 
Sir Francis Bloom. His health had* 
fled before he boafted of his empty 
name ; his honour was blighted be* 
fore he had felt its influence* his 
virtue, at leaft its few remaining 
fparks, (hot their feveriftx frowns upon 

his 
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Ms harts while it grew callous t» 
the nobler fmiles of nature. Without 
information to invigorate his mind, 
without generality to ennoble his 
ibul, and without the courage en* 
gendered by virtue, this honourable 
Baronet, with a fumptuous fortune 
at command, with friends inclined to 
encourage bis cbeerf ulaeft and ho* 
nour his circle of acquaintance, an4 
withjthe moil favourable grounds 
lor cementing friendfhips which 
might have rendered his days happy 
and enviable-— was the Have of j de- 
bauchery, the pander of low intrigue* 
and lefs than the foot-ftool of avari- 
cious extravagance. There was not. 
a day that his profligacy did not 
B 3 mark 
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mark him with ruin ordifeafe*, not 
an hoar that his contemptible weak- 
nefs did not plunge him into the 
barbarous pillage . of his worthlefs 
companions ; not a moment that hrs 
folly and mifery did not burft upon 
his torpid imagination the horrors 
of thofe flagrant refources by which 
he fought to drown his unftifted 
care ! Alas I the finger of Eiril had 
marked him for her own ! She 1 fat 
a heavy night-mare upon his (lum- 
bers ! And the croaking murmurs of 
the hoarfe and hungry-vulture broke 
upon his ear, while they writhed 
his fluttering - heart in never-end- 
ing torments of defpair I 
. His fame and his fortunes, his hap* 

pinefs 
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pinefs and his hopes of comfort, had 
all taken their leave ; for difcretion 
-and refolution belonged to a family 
with; whom he was a ftranger. Thus, 
whenever folly takes entire poffeffion 
of the hearty 
"Farewell to virtue's peaceful times, 

Soon will you {loop to aft thexrimet 
Which thus you ftoop to fear j 

Guilt follows guilty and where the trail* 
. Begins with wrongs of fuch a (train. 
What horrors form the rear L" 

How many thoufands read, and hear; 
and fee, thefe in fiances of mifery cre- 
ated by themfelves, and ftill like 
madmen purfue their vain career ! 

Lord Norbury- needed not the 

example; but it was his lot, from 

- B 4 long 
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long acquaintance, and the early zeal 
of friendihtp never forgotten in riper 
years, to flicw ihofc unrequited .feri* 
vices which were denied by every 
other friend Sir Francis had, or now 
deferved. 

When his Lordfhip entered the 
room, he found him leaning his face 
on his band, which he tried In vain 
to hide : his body bending over the 
table, his Jinqn unchanged, his hair 
uncombed, his garters hanging un- 
fjniQied from Jus open knees, difco* 
y$r$d the air of mifery and woe 
more truly thap ever poet's fancy 
dreamed* As he raifed his head, his 
countenance wore, a pale and livid 
hue > his eyes funk and dead, and his 

lips 
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lps parched, AS Lord Norbury 
approached him and wa« drafting a 
chair to his fide, he was interrupted 
by fome hafty foocfteps 04 the ftair- 
cafe, followed by the cntrahce of a 
large ill-looking man/ with an oaken 
club in his hand, about liven feet 
high and half as many broad, whofe 
looks painted fiim to be one of thole 
affiduous adminiftrators of juftice 
who live upon the n\fferi£s of man* 
kind! - : 

f€ I won't ftay no longer, by . 
G~~d 1 Come, Sir Francis, the chaife 
waits at the door, and I have got fix 
other warrants to do when I get to 
London, and I can't ftay no longer I" 

« Good Heavens J" cridd Lord > 
B5 Norbury, 
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Norbury, " how is all thfs }" "Why; 
Sir — my Lord, I aflc your Honour's 
pardon — but LhaVe been here a- 
waiting long enough ; and unlefs you 
have got nine hundred and twelve 
pound ten and 0x- pence, for the 
debt and cofts, to discharge this exe- 
cution, he muft go to town along: 
with me — and there's my proper 



warrant.** 



« Tis hard, indeed," faid his 
Lordlbip, iC you did not take hi& 
godds— " 

" Goodsl-r-Goods indeed ! Why, 

for that mattef-f-why, it's a fign you 

have not been in Brook-ftreet lately I 

Why, #\l his goods have been feized 

^Q n g ago i and, what's worfc than all 

that, 
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that, Will Stopgap told me, as I 
was (landing a night or two ago in the 
Bailey, that there was a little matter 
of a rape/* — His Lordfhip frowned, 
and darted back a few paces. 

" Aye, your Honour may frown 
at me, but he'll find it true r « 1* 
there any thing elfe againft him,, 
friend ?" afked his Lordfhip. 

r< Why, as to that matter," an- 
fwered Jack Blunt, w perhaps there 
may, when I come to fearch the 
office." 

"Oh, horror F horror V r exclaimed 
Sir Francis :— « But where is Arm- 
ftrong ? Perhaps he~-' r " No, no,'* 
interrupted Blunt — " you have got 
the wrong fow by the ear there !— 
B6 Pleafe 
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Pleafe yoqr LorcJItip, that's a gpflfr 
as won't bite-" 

" What do you mean ?' faid Lord 
Norbury * " I don't undferftand you."* 

" Oh, don't you ? Why, we have 
had at him already ! No, no, he has 
fairly bilked us! He thought that 
Sir Franci* would apply to hitlH 
'caufe how he hat won a good (lice 
of his (luff; but as foon as he faw 
me come in, he fmelt a rat, and 
ordered his hotfes; aqd before I 
could well come and touch my mw 
'fquire Armftrong was off.** 

u How came he to know you ? 
Did you tell your bufinefc to ism ?'* 
faid Lord Norbury. 

« Ha? ha ?— No, my Lord— Who 

does 
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4w that is <^r,pfofe%n?. BCuaj^ 
the word Yf iffc jw t my Lord— Sam*: 
tijnes we f<ppjpe a jngn in a corijer* 
by not letfiqg Dpbpdy know who 
ifp arc ?£cr. Ttyljy, ypu would nor 
tjljnk now that I have got hpre in ; 
fthfe pocket-book warrants to the 
amount of fome thoufandfi^all to be 
dpne afoip Tesm j. and if we were to*, 
let the e# put of the tjag,_ what would j 
thq fheriff fay to us f No, no, my 
Lord ! — We could take your own fon* 
from your prefence, and you not 
know why nor wherefore." 

" Indeed 1" 

« Aye» my Lord, indeed: why, 

I wa$ here laft week draining on a 

farmer— it »moft broked my heart, it 

6 did— 
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did— how his poor wife did crjr, 
ftirely ! and nobody need ha' known 
- nothing of it but for her crying— and 
fhe was but delivered of twins three 
days afore — and there was not enough 
neither, to pay all as we wanted, fa 
we left them without any flick nor 
flock; — and when all came to all, it 
corned out to be the very father of 

the girl as Sir Francis But I afk 

your pardon, Sir Francis; perhaps 
nothing may come of it; there's 
many a way to get off, you know, at 
our Bailey ; fo I'd never die dung* 
hill. Now 1*11 be bold "to lay, that 
tljere never was an ad of parliament 
made but a good whip could drive 
a.. coach and fix through it. But 

come, 
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come, Sir Francis, upon my foot 
we muft be off.'* 

Sir Francis heaved a deep figh. 

Lord Norbury, who was petrified 
and opprefied by what he heard, 
could fearcely reftrain hts indigna- 
tion, though he hefitated on which 
of the two obje&s before him to let 
it vent : it was knpoffiWc to offer 
any relief in fuch a cafe j and the molt 
ferious evil of all was a crime which 
Sir Fraficfc muft anfwer folely for 
himfelf. 

Sir Francis raifed himfelf from 
his feat, and, preffing his* Lord&ip's 
hand — " If this moment/' faid he r 
4< (hould be the laft in which we 
may ever meet, do pot think me un- 
♦ . i mindful 



C i* ) 

mindful of your undeferved friend* 
ftip v it will be the only comfort I 
now have to carry with me to the 
gravel Would this were the laft 
ipoment! I have ill deferred your 
kjndnefs, and have requited them 
worfe ! I was in hopes that this in- 
terview would have been fpared !— 
If you have a (word, Norbury, 
plunge it here,'* baring his beating 
bofom — * for L— *' 

" Be comforted, Sir/' faid his 
Lordfhip.1— •«* No, never ! — comfort 
I am not entitled to, it has left me 
for ever; what I feel muft icon 
complete my trial ; Heaven wilKhield 
you with virtue to endure yours" 
His Lordfhip, aftonifhed at this 

Ian* 
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fangBage, and the haggard eye with 
which he gaaed upon him and the» 
fcrunk from him, rcquefted Blunt 
to allow them a few minutes panic 
together. " Something opprefies hit 
mind," (aid his Lordfoip * " it may 
fcve his life, to explain k." 
. ** No r Replied Jack, « I new 
wad a map when .-he's in company * 
if be has any .thing to lay, let him 
lay it afore me— he need not be afraid 
of me, I never tell." 

*« Give me your orders,** faid 
Lord Norbury j '♦ they ihall be 
punctually fulfilled." 

«« Oh, my Lord !*' ftarting back 
as he was proceeding, fhuddering at 
the bare utterance Qf his . fecret-^- 

«*Iha*e 
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u I Have a tale to unfold, which 
tijne dO*&:«ot now permit. I have 
i>een whoHy-Ijnthe power of Arm- 
tfrong — -he «''4fiuflied with fome late 
fuccefles he. hargpined — he broke in 
Upon me during your abfence, and*, 
under prormfc of coftcealing the very 
crime which Blunt has juft mention-* 
ed, engaged me in a plot, which my 
information materially ferved to pro-, 
mote, before he rulhed into the ac- 
complifhment of it. — But the time 
runs on !-I dare not name it t*— Oh, 
H>ercy» Heaven! — I go to certain 
mifery!"— Then breaking abruptly 
from his Lordlhip— "Fly, my Lord, 
with every fpeed in life, if you would 
lave— Fanny Somcrville/* 

Hi* 
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His Lordfhip ftarted with all 
agony not to be defcribed : he fol- 
lowed Sir Francis to the door of the 
houfe, entreating, a word more *a 
explanation. «< I dare not further/* 
faid the wretched culprit* Blunt 
lifted him into a chaife and four 
horfes, which was out of fight ii* 
an inftant. 

Agitated and aftonifhed beyond 
example, Lord Norbury felt himfelf 
called upon by every obligation of 
honour, had he not a more fenfitive 
inducement, to ruih forward to the 
field of a&ion with the utmoft ex* 
pedition; and having loaded his fer- 
vants* piftols and procured another 

P ai * 
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pair for his own pocket, difeharged 
the account wfchjiis hoft > and pur- 
fucd his anxious journey to Mr* 
Somer?ilk'» houfe* 



i 
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CHAP. IV1L 

W HEN Henry arrived at home 
after his adventure at the Park, he 
withdrew to his fileftt chamber, ftill 
indulging the luxury of reflection > 
which had rendered the way fhort' 
and the tiipe momentary. His fa* 
tally , ftill locked in the arms of gen* 
tie dumber, had been perhaps the 
only one within fome miles 9 * circuit 
who had yet the tale to learn j but 
before the fecial breakfaft fummoned 
the happy circle together, the plough*- 
boy had heard it. at the turnpike, the 
thrclher had told it to the looker, 

the 
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the looker to the dairy-maid — thence 
to the cook — thence rolling like a 
fnow-ball, augmenting its mafs as it 
touched on every tongue, till the 
chamber-maid ran in to wake the 
young ladies, who retailed it again 
to their father and mother. 

Mrs. Somerville, who very juftly 
thought there was not fuch another 
young man in all the four quarters of 
the globe, flew in diforder to her fon's 
apartment, where (he found him in a 
tranquil deep. — She gazed upon him 
for a few moments, kiflcd the dew 
upon his manly forehead, and retired 
without difturbing him. 

The breakfaft was delayed, and at 
length Henry made his appearance. 

" Henry l» 
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<c Henry .'"exclaimed Mrs. Somen* 
viile as he entered the room, <c are 
you wounded? 9 ' and haftily fpring- 
ing towards him examined his arm, 
whicl\tie had not unfolded. It had 
been bound up in a white handker- 
chief, which Mr. Howard had picked 
up from the floor, fuppofing it to 
have been Henry's: true, it was 
marked with ah H j but there were 
two H's, which could not apply to 
Henry nor to Mr. Howard, whofe : 
name was Charles. A glow of noble . 
animation tinted Henry's counte- 
nance—Fanny fmiled. The fwell- 
ing had entirely fubfided, but the 
broife appeared violent though not 
ferious. Mrs. Somerville dreffed it 

with 
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'with fomc rtftofative herb, 
bound it up again in the Tame hand- 7 
kerchief. " Do yoa feel this now ?*' 
laid (he to her fori, with a look of 
tender follcitude. ** Indeed, my 
<Icareft mother,'* looking upon the 
handkerchief, +< I do feel it very fen* 
|ibly M — -tears mingling with his joy. » 

They took their feats as Mr. So-* 
merville entered. c< Why^ George 
tells me you had nearly been killed ■ 
laft night— it might: have been quite 
e&weli yon had' paflfed your even- 
ing at home, Mr. Henry ; —but let 
us hear your'Hory.'* 

Henry thfen related the pirticu* 
lars, retraining nothing <of his mind 
relative to Harriet, and of his exul- 
tation 
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tation at finding their attachment 
mutual. When encircled with friends, 
the heart difclofes itfelf without dif- 
guife or referve-, all its intricacies 
are laid open, and we are enabled to 
form a juft eftimate of its real bent 
and chara&er. Henry availed him- 
felf of this occafion to fpeak out all 
the raptures of his foul, which had 
hitherto been fuppreffed : frequently 
he interrupted his Ihort narrative by 
defcriptions of the manner, the drefs, 
the elegance of perfon, the voice, the 
all of the only woman in the world— 
" But/* added Henry, " though no 
human power can prevent us from 
tenderly loving one another, I could 
perceive in all Mr. Howard's civility 
Vol. II. C a cautious 
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a cautious regard to avoid every 
encouragement that could lead me 
to any converfation with him on the 
fubjea.* 

4C That was impoffible," faid his 
father ; " the place and the company 
prefent were ill fuited to fuch a con- 
verfation/* - 

" None To eligible as that mo* 
ment l n anfwered Henry ; <c the fcene 
had been tranfafted before them—* 
there was no difguifing the truth- 
Harriet could not faint on purpofe— 
I could not defign to be attacked 
and abufed — the ruffians *ho flunk 
away in Ihame could not have pre- 
concerted their parts ;— all was na- 
tural, uncxpe&ed, and we the chief 

performers. 



( *7 ) 

performers knew nothing previoufi/ 
of the piece we were to perform : 
What a moment for a father to have— 
Oh, Sir ! had you been Mr. How- 
ard—" ftifling his emotions* 

M My deareft child!" faid Mrs. So* 
merville placing her hand upon his 
flioulder— * 

u But I have often faid," con- 
linued he, 4i how different the world 
in general live, to what we do. 
Lord Norbury continued with me 
from the firftj he feemed to (hew 
the utmoft folicitude about the event, 
and the immediate attentions necef- 
fary. I thought I difcovered more 
in his countenance than I had ever 
done before. He told me that Harriet 
C 2 had 
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had recovered, but that (he could 
not, after what had paffed, make her 
appearance again that evening, and 
had therefore retired to her chamber: 
it was time then for me to retire alfo." 
" Well, my dear Henry," faid his 
father, " you know all my opinions 
on thefe matters : we (hall foon fee 
what Mr. Howard thinks of this af- 
fair : and we may be well affured 
that nothing but difference of ftation 
can divide our opinions. Such men 
as he, who have fenfible minds and 
underftand the better ways to focial 
happinefs, have every opportunity of 
promoting it; but felf love in high 
life is fo much flattered by the mag- 
nificence of houfes, richnefs of drefs 

and 
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and furniture, and fplendour of liv- 
ing, and the general court paid to 
them, that it is fcarccly poflible to 
find inftances where thefe are not the 
undoubted caufes of that feparation 
of ranks of people, which has always 
created the envy and kept up the dif- 
fenfions among mankind -, and few 
men of the firft fenfe are ftrong 
enough to refift thefe del u five marks 
of h&ppinefs : they are like perfumes 
or concerts of mufic, very pleafing 
in the enjoyment ; but a man can 
know little of true comfort who can- 
not live without them : as to real 
happinefs, there is no companion be- 
tween all this and our ftattons ; for, 
C 3 if 
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if thcfe arc not brightened by gaiety 
and fplendour, they are always un- 
clouded -, our days pafs on in a Cue- 
ceflion of mild and p leafing frac- 
tions, which equally exclude intem- 
perate pleafure as poignant grief. I 
am, on' this ground, rather doubtful, 
whether, if you were to marry this 
girl to-morrow, you would find the 
happinefs you dream of. She will 
want fplendour* you will want retire-* 
ment; — fhe will call for her car- 
riage, while you arc looking for your 
fpadc. What a fplendid figure Henry 
Somerville, Efq. will make in his 
half-boots and hob-nails, his douched 
bat and his tau-burnt face,, marching 

into 
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into the centre of bis lady's drawing- 
room, amid feathers, painted faces, 
muflin trains, and all the foft luxuries 
of an Afiatic feraglio ! Your wife 
will, mod afiuredly, not be pleafeJ 
with your ruftic philofophy ; and it 
will be too late then to fay you 
thought otherwise." 

« Well, Sir," faid Henry, " let 
me be put to the trial ; if both of 
us are led by the fample of laft 
night, and agree to go half way to- 
wards each other's inclination, we 
(hall (hew you what our philo- 
fophy is. M 

" God profper you, my boy !" 
faid his father. 

Breakfaft being long fince at an 
C 4 end, 
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end, they all adjourned to the farm* 
leaving Fanny, who had undertaken 
to finifti the female part of the fables 
in which they were all foon to appear. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, xviir, 

HE family at the Park did not 
affemble till near noon. Mr. How- 
ard had chofen to rtflcft uninter- 
ruptedly on the events of the preced- 
ing evening, as they aflfe&ed his fa- 
mily : he found that his efteem for 
his friend was not lhaken by this un- 
fortunate attachment of his fon j 
that his daughter had (hewn her 
fentimems undifguifed,. and that he 
had little to queftion on that head ;. 
that though Mr. Somerville's ancient 
family had been more refpe&able 
than the prefent, he had no founda- 
tion for their riling now to any com- 
C 5 petior* 
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petition with their anceftry ; they had 
filled refpe&able pofts in the honour- 
able profeffions 6f law, divinity, and 
arms — hadrifen to high rank, in them 
all, but without hereditary diftin&ioos 
or connexions: that the education he 
had given his daughter entitled her to 
a coronet, which flie now feemed to 
defpifefor the embraces of a man truly 
worthy, but next above a peafant i 
that old Somerville was efteemed rich, 
but had no entailed eftates defcend* 
ible to his family j and if he had, hia 
fon was of a hail vigorous constitu- 
tion, and flood as fair for long days 
as his children : that though his 
daughter was a year or two older than 

Henry, yet, if he gave his confent to 

their 
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their union now, (he might in another 
year have good caufe to change her 
mind, and charge him with not hav- 
ing confulted her welfare : that next 
winter (he was to be introduced at 
court, would there ffaine among the 
firft and faired honours of her 
country, and add dignity and delight 
to his name, his fortune, and his fa- 
mily. — Could the wife of Henry 
Somerville be introduced ? He. trem- 
bled at the thought — ftarted from his* 
chair, and, pacing haftily to and fro. 
acrofs his ftudy, formed his refolu-. 
tion in the determined impoilibility of 
his ever confenting to fuch an union. 
In this ftate of mind Mr. Howard 
prepared to join his wife and daugh- 
C 6 ters, 



( 3* ) 

ters, with no very prominent features 
of encouragement. 

t€ Allow me, my dear Harriet," 
laid he, " to afk you whether you 
have ever known Mr. Henry Somer- 
ville's fituation of mind towards you, 
or have paffed any converfation or 
correfpondence with him ?" 
. " None, Sir, in the light you 



mean." 



" Be open, my dear child : I 
wi(h to learn the real ftate of the 
matter between you before I form 
any determination. Have you had 
any real caufe to think that your 
evident partiality is well placed ?" 

44 Yes, many, Sir-, but never by 
any converfation or letters// 

« B 7 
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" By fomc mcflages then, or 
through the favour of your waiting* 
woman, perhaps ?" 

44 No, no, Sir ; you mud entertain 
but a poor opinion of your daughter, 
to think that (be would ftoop fb low 
as to form her preference from chan- 
nels fo inferior !" 

44 You have found fome oppor* 
tunities of meeting then ?" 

44 Moft affuredly, but not in fe- 
cret: neither Henry nor royfelf, if 
I know him rightly, would conde- 
scend to any meafure that was not 
open -, but when we have met, it has 
been only when the intcrcourfe of 
our families offered. Nothing like 

pro- 
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profeffions ever dropped from his 
lips i nothing like what we are taught 
to call affiduitics ever difgtaced him." 

*• An odd way of making love, I 
think, his muft have been !" faid her 
father. 

"No, mydeareftSir! — his growing 
affed ions needed no language to make 
them known ; his feelings required 
no profeffions to declare them; if 
he had taken recourfc to any thing 
fo unnatural, Henry Somerville 
would never have been mine !** 

" Aftonifliing !*' faid Mr. Howard, 
" This is a flyleaf romance I did not 
expedt from you ! I remember the 
day when you have fpoken with 

much 
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much refped of the attentions pakj 
you by Lord Nor bury and Lord 
Farringtoa, and others/' 

" Tis all true," returned Harriet* 

" but I never fpoke, or could {peak 

with refpedt, of Henry :— to you, Sir, 

and my beloved mother, I can 

and will freely fey, that the attentions 

we receive in the ufual w*y can be 

put down to no other account than 

refpeft or politenefs j and this is the 

utmoft they merit. Thefe you have; 

mentioned are very excellent men,. 

but there is fomething more that 

muft intereft our hearts. I fee that 

you are furprifcd at what I fay : why 

(hould it be thought extraordinary 

that I cannot defcribc to you in 

words, 
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words, that which (peak* in the eye 
and in the heart, a filent but more 
impreflive language than the tongue 
has yet acquired the power to ex- 
prefs?— If I had felt a refpeft for 
Henry, as I have done for thefe gen- 
tlemen, I had never loved him/ 
' " But I want to know from 
whence this filent love you fpeak of 
originated ; for, perhaps, if I were to 
aflc him the fame queftion, he would 
adopt yoyr language, and talk to me 
of the fparks he had feen in your eye 
that lighted up his flame?" 

cc That I dare engage he would 
not," anfwered (he: * the honeflrfim- 
plicity of his heart would very 
openly confefs, that your queflioa 

was 
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was the firft moment he had ever 
flopped to enquire. How often, Sir, 
have I heard you fay, that it was by 
fome of the finer fibres of the foul 
that the afie&tons are held toge- 
ther ! Can it therefore be eafy to 
trace them to their root ? I can trace 
mine to their parent ftcmj beyond 
that, others mull try to account. The 
kindnefs of both of you has made 
me what I am : if it had been left, I 
had never pofftffed thofc finer fibres 
which have taught me to feel the 
juft diftin&ion between true love and 
the fcmblance of it. M 

" This is avowing then your fixed 
refolution pretty clearly !'• faid her 
father. 

"To 
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fC To pretend, Sir, to conceal 
from you what you faw was fo in*- 
voluntarily declared to all the world 
Jaft night, would be the moft ridicu- 
lous thing on earth j but, Sir, allow 
me to hope that my happinefs 
and yours will never be feparated, 
and, whacevqr may be my future 
' deftiny— " 

" A§ to that* -Harriet," interrupt* 
rd Mn Howard, "yoawiUcafiiy 
conceive that I have formed no fuch 
attachment to Henry, though I ac* 
cord him all the merit he poflcflcs t 
and that I could aot have feen you 
arrive at a period of life when a coo- 
neftion honourable and fuitable to 
your fortune tyould be very dcfir* 

able, 
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able, without earneftly wilhing to 
promote it.*' 

€f It is not there," faid Harriet* 
c< I (hall ever expeft to find my 
happinefs." 

« But," faid her father, cc it may , 
be there I (hall expedfc you to 
feek it." 

" But, Sir, I mull then get rid 
of ideas I have cherifhed too long*'* 

" And I, Harriet, mud on the 
other hand get rid of thofe I have 
cherilhed from the hour you was 
born I" 

" Sir, they were the idea* of glory 
and fortune, lpleadour, and the great 
magnificence of high rank: they 
have their charms, 'cis true; but 

fomc- 
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fomething affures me, from all I fee* 
and hear, that they do not produce 
happinefs ; — the men are not true — 
the women are not, cannot be kind — 
fmcerity is unknown — marriages are 
formed not for mutual affe&ion, but 
mutual dignity 5— how can they be 
happy ?'* 

«« What \» faid Mrs. Howard, " is 
there no happinefs in being intro- 
duced with a title— in precedence — in 
contributing to the fplcndour and 
flower of a court ?** 

u Yes, my dear mother, there is 
a wonderful charm in all this j but 
there are many contrafts to over- 
balance it, which almoft every high 
family feels, that often (hew a 

wonxan** 
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woman's beating heart under all her 
gaudy drefs." 

c< You have acquired an unjufl: 
opinion of the men/' faid her 
mother. 

<c You have been liftening to 
fome nonfenfical creature as ignorant 
as " 

€C Indeed, Sir, I have not ! — Look 
at Sir Francis Bloom : he was going 
to marry about five years ago-, but 
his chara&er was found out in time 
to prevent the mifery of the woman 
he pretended an attachment to, and 
which was in fa£t only to her purfe. 
How many fuch does the town 
abouod with at this time, whofe ap- 
pearance and manners are the feme 

with 
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*rith the moft exalted chara&ers you 
can name ; and who, as far as I fee, 
are equally well received by the moft 
fcrupulousl In fuch a mixed com- 
pany young women may eafily be 
deceived, for there is no diftin&ioa 
made between the belt and the moft 
ihameful : and fuppofe my filler or 
lttyfelf were to give our hands to 
one of thefe (hocking creatures, . 
would all their fplendour make us 
or you happy ?" b 

f* You talk on the fubjeft very 
fluently," faid Mr. Howard : <c pray 
liow came you fo intimately ac- 
quainted with it ?" 

"I have already faid that my infor* 
matioft arifes from what I haveobferv- 

7 ed; 
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«d; and when you confider, Sir, that f 
have been nearly five years intro- 
duced as your daughter, and have in 
that time been engaged in the inti- 
mate habits of intercourfe wkh fo 
large a part of the nobility as you 
are acquainted with, and with fo 
many other families of diflindion $ 
it is impoffible but that the crowd of 
their follies, irregularities and di£» 
trefics, of which it is the ftrangc 
fafhion to make a public boaft 
rather than to conceal, muft have 
come within my observation. I 
would not make partial companions, 
but I find none of them in a more 
retired ftation." 

* c I underftand you well/' inter* 

rupted 



( 48 ) 

•rupted .her father ; <c J>ut you are 
wrong to have formed fo ftrong a 
prejudice : and let me tell you, that 
I have found as warm friendfhips 
and as virtuous men in the higher 
ranks of fociety, where fituation and 
fortune raife men above the temp- 
tation of low and groveling vices, 
as can ever be found in the inferior 
orders/* 

" I don't know them/' rejoined 
Harriet j " I meant the vices of the 
higher orders.*' 

" You may rely upon it, that as 
all mankind are alike, they are all 
fubjeft to the fame defers." 

" Then we ought never to marry 
at all/' 

"My 
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" My dear Harriet," faid Mr. 
Howard, returning a more ferious 
tone, " you mufl: allow mc to be 
the guardian of your future welfare 
as well as your prefent. — Do you 
hefitate to truft yourfelf with me ? 
Although our opinions differ a little, 
I am fure you will by and by think 
with me ; you have certainly flat- 
tered this young man too much, and 
have made all the world believe your 
attachment infeparable j — after a few 
days' refle&ion— " 

Harriet (hook her head in filence — 
" A change of fcene," continued 
Mr. Howard, " becomes neceflary, 
that this filly incident may blow 
over." Harriet ftarted — Her father 
Vol. JI. D took 
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took hfe hat — u At fuch a moment 
as this you would not/' faid Harriet, 
propofe a journey T f 

" Not to-day, nor to-morrow,* 
anfwered he j i€ but as I fee no fair 
profpedt or propriety of encouraging 
this affair to proceed, I think the 
mod prudent ftep is to change the 
jfcene of a&ion." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



I 



N every eye, as he rode 
Mr. Howard faw the prepofleffed 
expe&ation, that the affair was deter- 
mined without an obje&ion * he felt, 
that to oppofe it was to oppofe 
the efforts of ftruggling nature: he 
juftified himfelf in the almoft una- 
nimous approbation of every man 
of rank ;hc knewj but this was a 
faint authority when- oppofed agamft 
the unprejudiced expreffion of every 
countenance he met with. 

As the road led paft the farm, 

Mr. Howard called there to enquire 

D2 f w 
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for his friend before he rode further, 
aod was dire&ed to him in the gra- 
nary, Henry, with refpe&ful ac- 
knowledgment, thanked him for his 
great civility, which Mr. Howard 
received with polite diftancej it 
flopped him from hearing the whole 
of Henry's open heart. Mr. Somcr- 
ville faid, he had great caufe to add 
apology to his fon*s acknowledgment 
for the interruption he had caufed 
to the entertainment ; but that, a3 no 
one but himfelf appeared to have 
fuffered in the affray, he might hope 
Mr. Howard would forget it." 

" I wiQi/' faid Mr. Howard, 
< c there Were not other caufes which 
will I fear make me remember it 

long : 



( 53 ) 

long ^ my daughter has been greatly 
agitated, and is now confined to the 
houfe -, and the prodigious notice 
which the circumftance attrafted 
upon her,, is* you know, fufficient 
alone to alarm a female mind." 

" She is not indifpofed, I hope ?" 
faid Henry. u Oh, no! by no 
means," anfvvered he; " (he has been 
converfing with me this morning as 
freely as if nothing had happened. 
My mind is much occupied," con* 
tinued he, " on the fubjeft $ and as 
fome remarks vtere dropped by Henry 
laft night, which feemed to (hew 
particular fentiments towards my 
daughter, which I confefs rather fur-< 
prifed me, I was dcfirous of availing 
D 3 myfelf 
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myfclf of this vifit, which the late 
event in your family would otherwife 
have produced, to underftand fome- 
thing in explanation." 

" I am forry," faid Mr. Somer- 
ville, " that any thing which has* 
palled (hould have given you con- 
cern, or have induced you to open 
your reafonablc expectation that 
Henry (hould explain himfelf in' fa 
formal a manner-,— but he (hall 
fpeak for himfelf— I know his heart 
is full, he'll thank you for the op- 
portunity of pouring out more of 
his .burden." 

" I cannot hefitate a moment, Sir," 
feid Henry, " to tell you, what you 
muft already know, that my tender 

affedion 
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affedtion for your daughter was the 
caufe of my imprudence j but I 
thought myfelf fecure from all ok- 
fervation in a fpot where I could 
gratify my fondeft feelings without 
even herfelf knowing it* I have 
long cherifhed for her a love, which, 
from a difference of ftation and for- 
tune, I dared not avow : not a, foul 
under heaven but myfelf ever heard 
from my lips a fentiment in her 
praife ; nor had I ever difejofed the 
fecret, though it had worn me to the 
grave, until I (hould have difcovered 
fomething from her which would 
have encouraged me to fpeak. But 
now, Sir* that I have been honoured 
with holding in my arms the faint- 
D 4 ing 
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ing effufions of a paflion as finccrc 
as my own, witneffed among testi- 
monies without number, I ceafe not 
to think of it, and to fpeak of it as 
the firft gift of Heaven : and no op- 
poling power on earth — " 

€ « Stop there, if you pleafe !" faid 
Mr. Howard j cc there may be pow- 
ers on earth whom it may be quite 
as honourable to confult as to 
oppofe." 

" Pardon me, Sir !* faid Henry j 
<c my folc idea was, that I would try 
in any manner my fuperior claims, 
againft the vain pretenfions of any 
one who might value, himfelf on 
hopes of his own creating. I have 
too much veneration for domeftic 

afft&ion, 
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affc&ioiy. in which it. has been my 
chief blefling to liavs lived, to flight 
yqurfi?lf or Mrs^Howard fo far as not 
to folicit, at a fuitable period, whac 
from all other men I fhould claim 
as my undoubted rights and I call 
it a right, becaufe it has fo recently 
been confirmed to me/' 

" But I hope/* faid Mr. Howard^ 
« c that this claim will be fupported 
by fomething more fubftantial than 
mere airy attachment: paffion can- 
not laft for ever,. Mr. Henry; and 
we have lived a little longer than 
youifelf, and know very well that 
when thefe ebullitions- have paffed. 
away, which they will foon do> there 
muftbe a foundation prcvioufly laid 
D 5 for 
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future comfort •, and all the ufual 
habits of life muft be fccured, or dif- 
fcnfion fuperfcdes this heighday of 
the foul/' 

c€ Sir, I may perhaps fpeak too 
warmly ; but on fuch a fubjeft, and 
on fuch an occafion, it would be 
culpable to be cool : however, I have 
felt what I now feel long enough to 
have thought about it too coolly, to 
warrant the epithet you were pleafed 
to put upon my attachment when 
you called it airy: — as to my for* 
tune, you know the little independ- 
ence I have by my uncle's will — under 
my prefent fituation my grandfather* 
has left me all his eftates, charged 
with heavy mortgages for money 

raifed 
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railed to purchafe annuities on his 
life: what little remains I have de- 
clared and folcmnly vow (hall be 
divided with my family : if you caa 
do me the injuftice to fyppofe that 
my attachment was built or encou- 
raged by a dcpendance on Mifs- 
Howard's fortune, let me alk yoi* 
what dependance you can imagiae 
her to have placed upon mine? Yo** 
cannot think (he was ever fordid— 
whofe foul, as her perfon, is purity 
itfelf. — Sir, if it were poffible you. 
Xhould withhold from her all or pare 
of your original intentions, can you 
fuppoie for a moment that two peo- 
ple united under circuniftancfs ft* 
.aufpicious to their mutual happinefs* 
D6 with. 
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vTtfh a fmall certainty of my own to 
provide thfc firft comforts, fhouldnot 
be fuccefcful i" . 

Mr* Howard fmiled— " I fee," 
faid he, " that you are ready to find 
every argument ; but, Sir, I thank 
you for thus openly difclofing your 
mind. I cohfefs I did not expeft," 
turning to Mr. Somerville, €< that 
this would have been the refult of 
our old acquaintance/* 

" You regret it then ?*' faid Henry 
hafl-ily _« Have the goodnefs, Mr. 
Howard, to lee me know as openly 
your objeftions : are they to my fa- 
mily, my fortune, my fituation?— 
1 e ^treat you, Sr, let ire hear all 
you difapprove. 1 (hall efteem it as 

advice, 
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advice, by which I may render myfclf 
more worthy of the prize/' 

cc I fear my objections," anfwered 
Mr, Howard, 4C will not appear, 
either in your father's eyes or yours, 
of fufficient weight to overturn that 
romantic attachment raifed in this 
retiremenr, which has thus fequeftered 
you from that world in which my 
girl has alone been educated to 



move." 



-" I know too well, Sir," faid 
Henry, <c that our different ftations 
poflefs your mind more than any 
other obftacle, and againft this I con- 
fefs I lie at your mercy; but let it 
not be decided by your judgment 
who are not to partake of it: if that 

or 
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or > any other obje&ion dwell upon 
your daughter's mind, I bow with 
unfeigned. Reference, and fubmk — 
but, Sir, fhe will make mc the man 
(he pleafes — her wifli will be my 
law." 

Mr. Howard was unable to parry 
this tide of fincerky, which bore 
down all he had to offer. Finding, 
himfelf foiled in every point he had 
urged, nothing but a final diffent 
remained to put an end to a connec- 
tion, his pride and ambition urged 
him to difapprove. After fome paufc 
he rofe haftily from his feat, and tak- 
ing Mr. Someryillc by the hand, 
4C I hope, moft eameftly hope," faid 
he, " that this affair between our 
4 young 
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young people may not in the leaft 
degree affcft our old fricndfhip ; but 
I fear it muft not proceed — our 
views are fo different, and our inten- 
tions for our children, with every 
principle of their education, founded 
on fo different a bafis." And with- 
out waiting an anfwer, which he 
dreaded, he ftepped haftily forward 
out of the granary. While he was 
defcending the ladder, a phaeton with 
four in hand drove furioufly paft, 
followed by two fervants, after whom, 
covered with duft and fweat, in full 
(peed rode Lord Norbury and his 
groom, with their piftols cocked, and 
calling out to the driver to flop if 
he would favehis life. The violent 

agitation 
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agitation and fc reams cf the fatty 
abfbrbed every attention, and in .a 
moment Mr. Somerville, Henry, Mr. 
Howard, and every man in the farm- 
yard, rurtied out to aflUfc in overtak- 
ing them. * 

The opprobrious epithets of vil- 
lain! coward? with fcreams, oath* 
"and imprecation?, rent the air, till 
at length the horfes rufcing upon a 
bank in as much terror as any of the 
parties, threw the lady feveral feet 
diftance into an adjoining field. She 
fell without injury, except the agi- 
tation natural to female delicacy* 
The driver, whofe fkill enabled him 
to keep the reins and his feat,, re-> 
covered the level of the road ; and* 

en flamed 
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cnflamcd with rage and vexation at the 
lofs of his lady, and the utter impof- 
fibilky of holding in his horfes, con- 
trived to fire his ptftol in the very mo- 
ment that Lord Nor bury (whom the 
delay occafioned by the accident had 
brought nearer to him) did the fame* 
The noife of the double fire, and the 
driver having received a wound in 
his right arm below the elbow, which 
difabled him, gave the horfes new* 
terror and new power j they tore. 
tytry part of the carriage to pieces, 
and dalhcd the charioteer from his 
feat almoft lifelefs upon the ground. 
Lord Norbury, who was ignorant of 
what fate had purfued the lady, fent 
his* fervams on to protect the fugi- 
tive* 
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tive, while he returned to a more 
valuable and interefting charge. 

Mr. Somervillc, alarmed and afto- 
nilhed at feeing his daughter in fo 
unfortunate and unaccountable a 
fuuation, in vain demanded the 
caufe :— her fenfes had left her for a 
while :— aa foon as nature had re* 
vived, (he looked in her father's 
face for. pity and protection* Mrs. 
Somerville by this time had joined 
them ; and as they were endeavouring; 
to fupport Fanny to the houfe* 
Lord Norbury arrived with all the 
defpair and wretchednefs that a 
worthy man may be fuppofed to 
feel under the keen apprehenfions of 
having! though in a caufe of juftice* 

fent 
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ft nt a fellow creature to the expanfc 
of eternity, with all his fins upon his 
head. Unaccuftomed to the fatigue 
he had undergone both of body aqd 
mind, his cxhaufted fpiriu required 
altnoft as much afliftance as the ob- 
ject of his care; He was unable to 
unfold the myftery which covered 
the event. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XX. 

xTLFTER fomc confidcrable time, 
Fanny related, that Mr. Armftrong, 
whom {he remembered to have once 
dined with at her grandfather's, hav- 
ing called to vifit her fatter, (he 
had acquainted him that the whole 
family were at the farm except her- 
fclf j that he had appeared very foli- 
cicous to fee him, and had prefled her 
to allow him the honour of driving 
her thither, which fhe had, after fome 
hefitation, confented to j that his 
convetfaiion on the way was general, 
the diftance being fo fhort that it 

could 
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could only admit of tlcfultory re- 

marks on the weather, his horfes, 

.and the pleafure of driving ; " all 

which," added Fanny, " prepoffeffijd 

me with no very fudden thoughts in 

hi$ favour : — but when I fhewed him 

where to turn, and found him 

quicken his pace and drive beyond 

the lane, I began to take alarm, and 

fummoned courage to requeft hf 

would flop, as I had no defire to go 

further. — It was at this moment that 

my Lordovertook us, and, demanding 

of him to (lop as he galloped up to 

the carriage, the horfes fet off in the 

manner yoo have all feen*" 

" I am -utterly at a lofs," faid 
Mrs. Somerville, * f to fee how Lord 

Norbury 
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Worbury came to be acquainted 
with this circumflancc fo as to be 
prepared: — 'tis evident that he al- 
ready knew of fome rafcally defign 
m Armftrong, or he never would 
have been prepared to attack him." 

When hisLordfhip had recovered 
a little, he fatisfied their anxious 
doubts, and very agreeably furprifed 
the whole circle by an explicit 
avowal of his own feelings. " The 
many delightful opportunities ," faid 
he, " which my worthy friend Mr. 
Howard has offered me of feeing 
and 'knowing (6 much of this excel- 
lent family, are but the fccondary 
caufes of my higheft efteem; but 
the extraordinary merit I have found 

here," 
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here/* looking towards Fanny, 
Vhofe countenance was hid in down- 
fall modcfty, " has long made its 
lafting impreffion upon me — an im- 
preffion which would very foon have 
difolofed itfelf, had not the folly and 
villany of the deteftablc Sir Francis 
Bloom, in the moment of his ruin, 
difclofed to me the iffue of a fecret 
plot of wickednefs 9 and charged me 
to fly, if I would fave her whom, I 
am free to fay, I hold moft dear." 

Aftonifhment and delight were de- 
picted in every eye. Mrs. Somerville 
held her daughter's hand trembling 
with the agitation of native delicacy. 
She had admired his Lordfhip, but 
had never thought of loving him ; 

his 
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his rank and fupcrior life were ingre- 
dients in his character which had fet 
it above the level of her expectations 
or hopes : high life had been one of 
the continual fubje&s of her father's 
denunciations ; but rank and for- 
tune, when united with virtue and 
honour, are bleffings in human life 
which neither man nor woman has 
power to refift: yet, whatever be the 
Jituation of either party, the man is, 
and muft ever be, and ought to feel 
and acknowledge himfelf to be, the 
obliged party. If beauty, if the trueft 
delicacy of fentiment, if every other 
female charm, excepting thofe arti- 
ficial embellishments which the man* 
ners of refined life teach us to 

value, 
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Talue, can be conceived to render 
any woman amiable in the fight of 
man, here they were concentred :— 
for among all the gentler fex, whole 
conftant aim is to improve the beauty 
of the outward form, and who fub* 
due all mankind by their charms, 
nature had been lavifh of her indul- 
gence, and Fanny had been taught to 
ftudy nature only. 

How often would Lord Norbury 
repeat among his filent reveries the 
words of the poet he loved : 

t( How often, to my felf unknown, 
•* The graceful, gentle, virtuous maid 
** Have I admired! How often faid, 

" What joy to call a heart like hers one't 
own!" 

Vol. II. . E The 
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The fcrvtnts now returned, and 
reported that they had affifted in 
placing Mr. Amftrong upon a bed 
at a neighbouring inn, and had left: 
a furgeon with him, who had been 
fcnt for from the village clofe by % 
that his leg was fra&ured and his 
arm much injured — that when he 
was come to himfelf, he raved, and 
fwore eternal vengeance againft My 
Lord for ruining all his plan, and 
that he hoped one day to meet him 
face to face : — that the furgeon had 
pacified him by the flrongeft aflur- 
ances that fuch feelings would pre- 
vent his recovery, and that they had 
all left him to repofc. 

«Repofe!"faid Henry. "Let him 

know 
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know I'll hel&^to^fegpfc my- 
fclf, as fcfflf «$*•!' ZtfafjifflfrV' 
faid his mother j, ". J nrwflj defic^.tjiat 
none of .you Interfere— By the blefif- 
ing of QpcJ, vrz have A our dear girl 
reftored to us — would you break up 
our peace, and rufli into deftru£Hon ?" 
"No, no!" laid Lord Norfcury, 
" Henry muft afk leave of many 
more now than he thinks for," 
They walked to Mr. Somerville's 
houfe— Fanny leaning on her mo* 
ther's [arm j— but the paffing fcene 
filled them with ideas which retrain- 
ed their conyerfation. 
• ,. R^r fc Soruerville^ however, received 
from Lord Norbury a more parti- 
cular hiftory of the fituation of the 
E ^ difgraced 
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difgraced Baronet, and the intimations 
lie had given him of Armftrong's 
infamous intentions. 

" You fee, Sir, faid Henry to 
Mr. Howard, <c that Lord Nor bury 
does not think it unworthy to avow 
his predile&ion in * favour of my 
fitter — why then fhould it be fo ad- 
verfe to you that I fhould afpire to 
your daughter ?" 

" His Lordlhip has good reafons, 
no doubt, and does not (land in my 
fixation as a father." 

" But, furely, Sir, he comes into a 
nearer fituation. Allow me, Sir, to 
hope, that the event of this laft hour 
may encourage me to hope for — " 

" I muft," interrupted Mr, How- 
ard, 



( n ) 

ard, " entreat you to drop a conver- 
fation I freely confefs gives me un- 
eafinefs. I have already expreffed 
xny fentiments both to your father 
and yourfelf, and I now expefl to 
hear no more upon the fubjedt." 

They had now arrived at the 
garden-gate— Mr. Howard took his 
leave i— and preffing Lord Norbury 
by the hand as he mounted — " I (hall 
not expc<5t y ou till I fee you/' 
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CHAP. XXI. 

MRS. Somerville could not it 
ftrain the impulfe of every miftrefs 
of a family to treat her gueil, who 
now aflumed a more important, at 
Jeaft more interefting, character, with 
fo/he extraordinary attentions. The 
bed table-cloth, an additional difh, 
and a few more fpoons than ufual 
decorated the table : the beft parlour 
was J prepared, and herfelf and her 
gfrfs'were drtffed" for dinner in a 
manner 'a little mote camme il faut. 
The delay which all thii occasioned, 
gave tiine : for the gentlemen'ttTflwell 
= * a little 
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a little longer on their mutual af- 
fairs, and for My Lord to make an 
open difclofure of his fortune to Mr. 
Somerville. 

Mr. Somerville, who difdained the 
vanity of deceit, freely confefled that 
fuch an union would be an honour 
he could have bad no right to exp"& ; 
but that the chief thing for his 
Lord fh ip's m con fiderat ion would be, 
the pofllbility of his changing his 
riihtf, when he found his wife a 
very unequal companion for bis 
lplendour. " But 1 know very, well," 
added he, " that women have much 
greater facility in falling in with the 
manners of the great than men can 
ever acquire: and I believe that men 
E4 can 
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can far more eafily defcencl than they 



can." 



Henry fighed— " Pardon me," 
faid Lord Norbury ; c< your daughter 
has not lefs elegance of manners than 
I have been ever accuftomed to fee j. 
and fhe has much more real polite- 
nefs, for her civilities are thofe of 
nature; thofe of more polifhed life 
are aflumed, and on that account 
are diverted of every interefting 
charm, and very often of common 
polkenefs." 

" Your Lordlhip is pleafed to 
think. more of my girl than (he de- 
serves ; but I am inclined not to be 
behind-hand in your opinio* of her*" 

Ci Oh, Sir! if you could, how ill 

would 
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would you dcferve fuch a daughter ! 
And if I may hope for the free con- 
fent of yourfelf and Mrs. Somerville, 
but allow me to fay chiefly of her* 
felf, I know of no obftacle which can 
or ought to retard my hopes. In the 
mean time let me truft yau will ufe 
the lover tenderly, and take his pro- 
pofal into your earlieft confideration. 
Have I your permiffion to talk with 
your daughter on the fubjett V 9 

" Moft willingly/ 1 faid Mr. So- 
merville; " I have no hefnation to 
leave it entirely with your Lord- 

ibip." 

The ladies now made their ap* 

pearance, and the dinner was an* 

nounced at the fame time. Fanny 

E 5 appeared 
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appeared more lovely than ever— 
her complexion was warmed by her 
fenfations — her hair was loofely en- 
twined in a muflin turband that 
prefled a few natural ringlets' upon 
her forehead; and her white drefs, 
gathered round the waift by a fafli of 
pale yellow Perfian, (hewed the moft 
complete model of nature's excel- 
lence that ever fmiled in female 
fO^n. 

l^is'Lordfliip rofe as they entered, 
and, with a delight irrefiftiWe in 
man, confufed her by his admi- 
ration: he bent refpe&fully upon 
her hand, which trembled as he 
took it to lead her to the other 

room 

• wont 
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■-■ ■■ wont to oft 



In outward things, to meditate the chirm 
Of facred order, foori flic fedks at home 
TVfind a kindred order, to exert 
Within herfelf this elegance of love, 
This fair iafpircd delight." 

Mr. :Somervjlle _was the chief 
talker during xhe dinner; fqr the 
fituations and fend men ts of all the 
other parties were fo differently oc- 
cupied, that their winds fornifhed 
none of thofe common topics of con- 
ycrfetion whicfi $re fit to be exprefied 
at fuch 9 time. 

When thp table was cleared, the 
converfation became rather more ge- 
neral ; but Fanny had not yet ac- 
quired courage fufficient to bear any 
part in it with that indifference ne- 
E 6 ceffary 
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cefiary to purfuc any of the fubje&s 
on which (he was fo well informed. 

Mr. Sotnerville, who wifely fup^ 
prefied a great deal of his ufual fpe- 
culations, coniidered that fome re- 
pofe muft be very acceptable to his 
gueft, and therefore propofed to leave 
him to himfelf during the afternoon,, 
and, without waiting for his declining 
it, they all withdrew. 

As foon as they found themfelves 
in the garden, the firft time that they 
had jet been all colle&ed together, 
Fanny took her father's arm ; and as 
he (looped down his head to kifs her 
hand as it came upon bis fleeve, a 
foft tear Hole down her cheek, the 
tender ornament of her heart. 

" Surely," 
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u Surely," faid the lovely creature, 
** this muft be a fairy dream ! Can- 
all this ftrange affair be true ? — Why 
has my Lord — " 

" My deareft child," returned her 
father; " afk thy own merit. Lord 
Norbury has a heart full of fenfibi- 
lity, capable of feeing thine ; he ap- 
pears to poffefs a foul worthy of his 
rank and fortune, worthy of fecuring, 
the happinefs of my child." 

u But, Sir,, you ufed to think me 
unfit for rank-?— Well, whatever lot 
I may be doomed to fill,, let me love 
with fincerity equal to that which 
feems to join my brother and Har- 
riet Howard/* 

'« How do you like his Lordfhip V 9 

"Much/* 
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€ « Much, very much 5— and now— 
I muft, I fuppofe, foon like to love 
him. I have feen fome marks of juft 
honour and merit about him, fupe- 
rior to many men whom you are 
acquainted witft. He is a man who 
always greatly interested me 5 why, 
I know not." 

- I hope/* Oid her father, " he 
will now intereft you more ;— he 
will take fome early occafion to afk 
you to confider favourably of his 
paffion :~-this is the ufual way that 

lovers take to underftand one ano- 
ther." , ;i 

€€ EHd my brother take fuch a 
ftrange circuitous way of learning the 
ftate of Harriet's mind }» 

1 , ?«No; 
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€i Nor; for fee faved him the trou- 
ble j but you, who are ftronger than 
ih<r, : triuft pafs through a more regu- 
lar ceremony." 

" Surely this is a moft ridiculous 
plan ! — Pray, what am I to fay ? Be- 
caufe if I anfwer the qtfeftion in the 
negative; what becomes of the man I 
And if I fay yes, it will feerofo odd/* 

" Nature ±ttd your own delicacy 
Will anffref for foU at the time:—* 
thefe fituations moft people pafs 
through; b*c it b their own foolilh 
hypocrify which renders them ridi- 
culous- If you prepare your mind 
for what you (ball fay, you may rely 
upon it you will not ad with pro- 
priety. You will not, perhaps, be 

able 
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able to fay any thing ; filence is a 
mark of unaffedted emotion fb inter- 
efting an occafion naturally pro- 
duces." 

" But when do you think this is 
to take place ?" 

" Perhaps this afternoon." 

" Good Heavens ! Am I to fay 
whether Til have him, this afternoon ? 
I cannot." 

<c Then fay whether you will not 
have him." 

"That might perhaps be more 
difficult than the other," replied 
(he. 

"Then tell him, you'll confider 

of it." 

Fanny now joined her mother, 

who 
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who had been engaged in clofe debate 
with her fon on Armftrong's fuuation. 
She had beer* fo much alarmed ever 
fince his affray at the Park, and 
knowing his refolute and courageous 
fpirit, that (be trembled left he (hould 
rifle his life in fome unequal combat i 
and (he extorted from him a folemn 
promife, that, as his lifter was fafi%, 
he would ftifle every fymptom of 
revenge for the infult intended. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXII. 

XlENRY's fpirits were clouded 
in darknefs.— " I am forry, my dear 
Henry," faid his mother, " to find 
your fpirits fo indifferent j — you 
feem full of your own ideas, and ab- 
fent to every thing around you. — 
Why this altered look ? You were 
not ufed to ihun our general con- 
vention, but added pleafure to it." 

»' My concern/' anfwered Henry, 
" a?ifes t £rojrt Mr. Howard's objeo- 
tions, \f hich, I fear, will lead me to 
fomc artful fecrecy which I abhor, 

, .; • or 
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or to a clandestine marriage, which 

lofes half its joy. — The laft thing 

he faid to me was to forbid my 

hopes. Can I be a man and not be 

caft down ? I (hall not have further 

intercourfc— I (hall be infulted by 

1 menaces for intrufion— I fhall fee 

the woman of my foul led off from 

my embrace to fill the arms of fome 

titled (lave, whofe honours, though 

external, are to fwallow up every fen- 

timent of affe&ion! With fuch' a 

fortune as Mr. Howards, one fhould 

hare thought he poffefled the fummit 

of ambition ; and yet he indulges 

hopes of carrying his daughter to 

the foot-ftool of a throne, Satisfied 

with nothing lefs than her being 

burnifhed 
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burniQied in the blaze of majefty. 
Knowing how captivating to a wo- 
man's heart are birth and circum- 
ftance, can I be lefs than anxious 
when I fee that my fifter is already 
on the brink of marriage with a man 
(he aim oft takes on truft, becaufe of 
thefe prominent recommendations ?* 
" If your fifter (hould decide in 
favour of Lord Norbury, you will 
recoiled how often (be has feen him 
both laft fummer and this, and that 
we know his character by our friend 
Howard. — But you are wrong, Hen- 
ry, to indulge anxiety fo early — it is 
the very poifon of life — the parent of 
many fins and of more miferies. You 
arc both of you very young, and you 

ought 



( 93, ) 

•ought to afk yourfelf, in a world 
like this, where every thing is fo 
doubtful, where you may fucceed in 
your wilh and be miferable, be dif- 
appointed and be bleft in the difap- 
pointment, — what avails this reftlefs 
ftir and commotion of mind ? Let 
me a(k you, can your folicitude 
change the courfe of things, or un- 
ravel the intricacy of human events ? 
You have done, and will I am fure do, 
all that is incumbent upon you in 
your fituation, and which you owe 
to the lady; and having done this, 
wifdom commands you to flop, and to 
poffefs your mind in peace. By rufli- 
ing beyond this point, and by devot- 
ing yourfelf to an immoderate and 

fruitlefs 
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fruitlds coaccrn; *boux the event at 
prefent unjpown,^*^ lofe ground 
infcnfibly^ b^f^e^jipfl^ad of ad- 
vancing, you , retard your fuccefs -, 
and you plant a thorn in your breaft 
that requires very little cultivation 
to gall you for the reft of your life* 
Suftain with dignity the weight of 
your condition, nor meanly acquiefce 
in grievances within your power to 
rcdrefs. Call up the manly energy 
of foul with which you are endowed*, 
look on the fmiles of afiive virtue 
and beneficence, and, 

" Spurning the joke of theft ingloxiput days, 
" Mix in their deeds, and kindle with their 
iame." f 

Henry was (truck with this mode 

of 
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of reafoning, aad began to revive 
from his diftrcfs* 'btit Ws mind, 
though it wantoff &fief f could net 
avoid reding upon the blaak which 
Mr. Howard had call upon it. 

44 My dear Henry," faid his father, 
44 the difappointmencs we meet with 
are not always to be refilled —force 
will not avail agaioft pofitive fafts. 
The energy I recommend you to ex- 
ert is over your own mind, to fave it 
from defpair;— you will learn by 
adverfity how to valufeifohatyou en- 
joy; and not to conceive every bleff- 
ing fwallowed up in the one difap- 
pointment you meet with. There are 
inftances where men have loft king- 
doms with more fortitude than you 

arc 
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arc now fhetfiftg yourfclf matter of. 
I will allow that this is an afflidion 
of a fecondary kind : but a tolerable 
(hare of fortitude is requifite to bear 
it. But it is within the power of our 
nature. — Let me give you an example 
of what I mean, in the ftory of Ve- 
tranio, mentioned by Gibbon." 

They fat down together in the 
arbour. Mrs. Somerville and her 
daughters joined them. 

" In the confpiracy of Magnen- 
tius and old Vetranio againft Con- 
ftantius, affairs were at laft reduced to 
a meeting of Conftantius and Vetra- 
nio, on a wide plain near Conftan* 
tinople, where the united armies were 
affemblcd. Conftantius delivered an 

eloquent 



( 9f ) 

an eloquent harangue to the armies ; 
and the officers who furrounded the 
tribunal, and were inftrudted to aft 
their parts in this extraordinary 
fcene, confefied the irrefiftible power 
of reafon and eloquence, by faluting 
the Emperor Conftantius as their 
lawful fovereign. The contagion of 
loyalty and repentance was commu- 
nicated from rank to rank, till the 
plain of Sardica refounded with the 
univerfal acclamation of * Away 
with thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long- 
life and vi&ory to the fon of Con- 
ftantine! Under his banners alonp 
we will fight and conquer !' 

" The^oouts of thoufands, their 
menacing geftures, the fierce clafli- 

Vol. II. F ing 
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jug of their arms, aftomfhed and fub- 
<iued the courage of Vetranio, who 
ftood, amid the defe£Hon of his fol- 
lowers, in anxious and fileat fuf- 
penfe. Inftead of embracing the 
hft refuge of defpair, he fubmitted 
to his fate •, and taking the diadem 
from his head, in the view of both 
armies, fell proftrate at the feet of 
his conqueror, 

" Conftantius ufed his victory 
with prudence and moderation j and 
railing from the ground the aged 
fuppliant, whom he affe&ed to ftyle 
by the endearing name of father, he 
gave him his hand to defcend from 
the throne. The city of -i?rufa was 
affigncd for the exile or retirement 

of 
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x of the abdicated monarch, who lived 
fix years in the enjoyment of eafe 
and affluence. He often exprefled 
his grateful fenfe of the goodnefc of 
Conftaritius, and, with a very ami. 
able fimplicity, advifed his bene- 
faftor to refign the fceptre of the 
world, and to feek for content, where 
alone it could be found, in the peace- 
ful obfeurity of a private condition/* 
cc Would you," faid Mr. Somer- 
ville, " have applauded Vetranio 
more if he had rufhed upon his fword 
in the prefence of his armies? Or 
Would he have deferved the praife of 
pofterity if he wreaked his vexation 
in the blood of Conftantius? On 
the other hand, he fliews before 
F a thoufands 
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tfooufaads of witnefies whofe eyes 
were upon him, that he had courage 
to refign to cheir unconquerable 
power, inftead of plunging them in 
blood } and that by liftening to their 
voice, and the voice of reafon, he 
could fpend the reft of his days in 
virtuous eafe, without envying or 
repining at the fuccefc of his rivaU 

" Come then, Henry, no longer 
let your brow be clouded thus— we 
require your advice, and look to you 
to participate in your fitter's affairs as 
well as your own ; it is felfifh to deal 
only with yourfelf." And calling to 
his daughter Mary, he bad her come 
apd repeat the verfes ftie had learned 
laft *^eek about cheerfulnefs. 

" I don't 
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c< I don't think I can find the copy, 
Papa."— <c How fo?" faid Fanny j 
" I gave it you thi* morning.** — 

" No, indeed, my Lady!" — curt- 
fcying and putting on a grave face 
at her lifter. 

** You faucy thing V* faid her 
mother. The paper was produced, 
and little Mary read the following 
lines:— 

"COME, Cheerfulneft, triumphant Fair, 
Shine through the painful cloud of care; 
Oh fweet of language, mild of mien, 
Oh virtue's friend, and pleafure's queen! 
Fair guardian of domeftic life, 
Bleft banifter of home-bred ftrife ! 
Nor fullen lip, nor taunting eye, 
Deforms the fcene where thou art by: 

Fj No 
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No fick'ning huiband damns the hour 
That bound his joys to female powei t 
No pining mother weeps the cares 
That parents wafte on hopelcfs heirs : 
Th' officious daughters pleas'd attend j 
The brother rifes to the friend : 
By thee our board with flowers is crown* d> 
By thee with fongs our walks refound t 
By thee the fprightly mornings (hine* 
And eVaing boors in peace decline !" 

J. Bunch* 
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CHAP. XXI1L 

I PROTEST," faid Mrs* So- 
merville, " here comes Lord Nor- 
bury down thejjreen walk !" They 
were in unifon to receive him •, but 
Fanny was fo much agitated as to 
defire they would not leave hen In- 
deed there was little caufe for the 
precaution ; for after fitting with 
them a fhort time* playing with the 
little girl, and being rather fparing 
of his attentions to Fanny, be rofe 
from his feat, and expreffed a wi(h to 
talk apart with Mr, Somcrville and 
his fbn. 

F 4 As 



] 



( 104 ) 

As they walked together, his 
Lord (hip obferved, that, after the 
kind permiflion he had received to 
open his mind more at large to 
Fanny, it might ieem (Irange that 
* he fhculd not. avail himfelf of the 
firft opportunity; but that, fincethey 
had left him, he had received an 
abufive letter from Aimftrong, de- 
manding fatisfackion ; and that being 
well enough to hold a piftol he had 
urged him to come to him on the fol- 
lowing day, and fight him in his 
room—- and that his mifery and vex- 
ation, till he had fatiated his ven- 
geance, gave him no hopes of reco- 
very. 

w And thus the fool hopes to re- 
cover* 
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cover, by adding blood to wicked- 
nefs!" faid Mr. Somerville. " I have 
anfwered his letter," continued Lord 
Norbury — " that I could not (loop 
to fight any man upon fuch unequal 
terms, and therefore that as foon as 
he fhould be more recovered, he 
knew where to find me, aad that then 
I ftiould be ready to meet him. If 
I may hope, Sir, for the affedtion of 
your daughter, I would not too 
deeply engage it in a cloud of anxi- 
ety, or difturb the charming harmony 
in which you live, by afking foe 
her hand until an affair of fuch a 
nature as this is concluded. I an> 
thus unfortunately bound to teas 
myfelf from you, and I muft leave 
F5 youfi 
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your daughter to the guardian&ip 
of that prote&ion which I hope will 
watch over her merit, and preferve 
her from every woe ! f * 

He burft into a flood of tears-- 
Henry could not bridle his ungo 
verned rage. — iC Is your LordQiip 
then determined to (lake your life 
againft that of a ruffian, you have 
once overcome? — Is it an honour 
incumbent on your Lordfhip, to ex- 
clude yourfelf from happinefs in 
order to yield to the threats of a 
cowardly bravo? Will you conde- 
scend to gain a victory over a fcoun* 
drel whofe name difgraces your 
lips?" 

" My very excellent friend/' feid 
6 Lord 
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Lord Norbury; cC we mud by the 
laws of honour and the cuftoms of 
our country fubmit to affairs of this 
kind, though we know them to be 
wrong : and much as I efteem you 
for your noble indignation, the pre* 
judices pf the world will value my 
reputation for courage, and for fide* 
lity to your fifter, by my con dud 
in her defence/* 

" It cannot be, my Lord ( it muft 
not be ! — Let me go to him and (hew 
him the fallacy of fuch a meafure if* 

" It would be reafoning with a 
madman, and difgracing me !" inter- 
rupted his Lordihip* 

"By all that's facred," cried 

Henry> «« it (hall not be !— If I am 

F6 to 
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to believe Mr. Howard that I neve* 
can expeft his daughter, what an» 
ufclefs being am I ! Recall your let- 
ter, and tell him, I am injured by hin* 
moft (and he has injured me mod) 
in his infult upoa my filler; that 
before he pays the debt of gallantry 
to you, he ftrall anfwer that of duty 
to her brother !" Leaving no time 
for reply, he ruflied to the ftable* 
yard, which joined the garden, and; 
called loudly to the boy to faddle his 
horfe; 

• # /< If it fhould pleafe Heaven to 
take the rafcal, by this hand" — faid 
Henry, looking back with eyes flam- 
ing with indignation. 

tc You moft fly your • country, or 

furrender 
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Jwrrendfer to its juftice," ihterruptedl 
his father, who had followed him— 
" and if you fall !" — clafping his 
hands together— 

" I then, Sir, (hould leave my fa- 
mily in the bofoms of yourfelf and 
Lord Norbury j — and Harriet with 
her father planning high fchemes for 
her happinefs 1" 

He fprang fuddenly from diem * 
and, leaping the garden* wall, mount- 
ed his horfe and was out of light in 
a moment. 

Mr. Somerville and his Lordfytp 
ran after him, both calling upon him 
to return, and leaving the ladies in a 
eonfternation not to be defcribed. 
, The dftance was at leaft three 

miles 
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miles to the inn where Armftrong 
was confined; — they ordered their 
horfes, to overtake Henry, and hur- 
ried on with all hafte. There was a 
confiderable hill upon the road, and 
as they went along they discovered 
him upon the fummit by his grey 
horfe, making all the fpeed in hid 
power j fo that they defpaired -of pre- 
venting the interview they had fo 
much caufe to dread. 

" This is headftrong indeed !" faid 
Mr. SomervilJe : . cc perhaps before 
we arrive fome thing fatal may have 
happened, .and on cither fide it is 
mifery in the extreme j" They pur- 
fued their way in the utmoft agita- 
tion of mind. Whca they, arrived, 

they 
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they were greatly relieved by feeing 
Henry in earneft parley with the 
landlord, who Teemed to be oppofing 
him; but upon Mr. Spmerville's 
coming up, he acquainted him that 
he had received drift orders from the 
furgeon to fuffer no perfon to go to 
Mr. Armftrong's room till his re- 
turn j for that the agitation of his 
mind and his reftleflhefs at his con- 
finement, which had deranged and 
difappointed fome important bufi- 
nefs he had to tranfad elfewhere, 
added to the hurry of fpirits excited 
by the letter he had written to Lord 
Norbury, had contributed to accele- 
rate his fever; and being a -large 
athletic man, it was effential to his 

recovery 
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tccovcry that he (hduld try to get 
fome reft, or the accident might prove 
fatal to him. 

Foiled in this part of his refolutioir, 
Henry felt his paffions and his views 
at a (land ; but he was ftill deaf to 
every argument, and was with the 
greateft difficulty prevented from the 
defpAate refolution of waiting till 
Armftrong ftiould be ready to receive 
him. His father peremptorily la- 
nded upon his immediate return 
with him, and Lord Norbury pur- 
fued his way, overcome with fatigue* 
to the Park* 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

€C T 

1 SHOULD have thought, Heo- 
ry, M faid Mr. Somerville* as they 
rode gently home, " that you had 
formed principles ftrong enough to 
oppofe the folly of expe&ing fetiC- 
fa£tion for an injury* by ruining 
your own and your friends' happinefs, 
in attempting the life of a wretch 
unworthy to be your competitor. 
What would you have gained if you 
had deftroyed him ? or, if you your- 
felf were to have ruflbed into eter- 
nity on fuch an errand as the fcefc- 
ing revenge upon another's life, 

what 
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what would you have gained after yot* 
had made all thofe unhappy whom 
you are thus falfely pretending to 
ierve ? The greateft courage is cool 
and fedate \ it fpares itfelf where it 
ought, and expo&s itfelf only where 
occafion makes it neceffary : but yot* 
have been rufhing headlong into thp 
endfmity of hafty violence, and have 
been fev«d from the indelible infamy 
of die offence you were blundering 
into, by the rcfohjtion of the land* 
lord.'* 

" Sir," replied Henry, " nothing 
but fuch an occafion as this, and the 
fituation of all the parties, could have 
jollified a duel : I have no fecret re* 
venge againft Armftrong, unlefs to 

punifli 
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punifh infamy can be called fo; 
and if fo, juftice muft be branded 
with that name. I have never fecn 
Jiim but once or twice, and then 
never fpoke to him; but a warm 
ienfe of his guilt, of the fhamelefs 
infult offered to us all, and the high 
value I fct upon my fitter's happinds, 
which Jhall not be interrupted by the 
arm of fo bafe an afiaflan * her charac- 
ter in the world, and her own deli- 
cacy, all feem to awaken thofe calls 
of energy which a woman cannot 
exert herfelf, and which fhe muft 
therefore rely upon her friends for* 
as effential to her caufc." 

u Did you ever know then, that a 
woman's delicacy or chara&er was 

. improved 
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improved by this ordeal of blood; 
or was fhc ever made happier by it ? 
If (he has any regard for the perfon 
who riiks his life for her, her mifcry 
is fealed from the inftant of the 
challenge — if ihe has no regard for 
him, I hope you'll agree with me 
that duelling is a very filly piece of 
bufinefs.'* 

u How then," refumed Henry, 
«• will My Lord cKveft himfelf of it ? 
Jf I htve.rufhed thus haftily into it, 
he has fought it deliberately; and 
when it is known that he nourHhci 
Ihe expe&ation of itfrom Armftrong's 
recovery, and that his filence to my 
fifttr* after all that has paffed this 
mornings is eipliined in this man- 

aer> 
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ner, will he find more juftification t 
Or perhaps lords have, among their 
numerous other privileges, this ad- 
ditional one of hazarding their own 
brains when they pleafe," 

" Lord Norbury is matter of his 
own a&ions," faid Mr. Somervillc; 
" I cannot; controul them, but it is 
my duty to urge to you every argu- 
ment againft fuch ralhncfs. Befidcs, 
you have here two aotagonifts to 
chaftife— the plotter as well as the 
executer. Why don't you find out 
Sir Francis Bloom, and charge him 

at the famefport?" 

i 
" He is too contemptible for the 

notice of any one who has the feelings 
of a man," returned Henry indig- 
nantly— 
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mntly — %i Armftrong has been a 
more prominent rafcal: he has execute 
ed one plot here ; but I learn that he 
is the plotter and the villain every- 
tfhere— Surely to puntth fuch a man 
is doing God fervice." 

" No, Henry ! God requires no 
fervice of this fort ;-— he will mark 
by the finger of his own ineffable 
juftice, every one who does evil- 
he does not delegate to mortals, all 
in fome degree guilty, his power of 
either cenfure or punifhment. For- 
bid it Heaven, that, when you kneel 
in his awful prefence, you (bould feel 
the frown of his unchanged decrees 
for having prefumed to violate the 
facred order of his laws ! Imagine 

your* 
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yourfelf for a moment afking for that 
mercy which yourefufed to another; 
can you, while refuting to be entreated 
and difdaining to forgi?e, conceive 
an inftance of more unnatural and 
extravagant arrogance ? Even among 
men, the grofs indecency of intem- 
perate anger or cool revenge renders 
the perfon the fcorn and the feoff of 
every one who knows him/' 

"But, Sir," faid Henry, « though 
this may be all juft, let me aft. you 
if there is or can be a greater morti- 
fication in life than for any of us, 
and for a young innocent and virtu- 
ous woman to fuffer in her reputa- 
tion, to have her fair fame blafted by 
the breath of infamy, and for it to 

affume 
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aflame the air of probability and 
^walk abroad unpunifhed ? Who can 
foffer a wounded fpirit ? M 

"Thou haft a noble generous 
foul, my Henry ! ,f faid his father -, 
* but you have yet to learn that to 
reftrain its energy is an intereft as 
well as a duty to be cultivated. It 
is the fecret of happinefs to make it 
as independent as poflible: our af- 
flictions become intolerable, becaufe 
we ourfelvcs Iharpert their fting and 
warm their poifon : the feuds and ani- 
mofities between families and neigh-' 
bours, which difturb theintercourfe 
of human life, and colle&ively com- 
pofc half the miferyof it, have their 
foundation in the want of a forgiving 
' ■ • 7 temper, 
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temper, and can never ceafe but by 
the exercife of this virtue on one 
fide or pn both." 

^ But, fir, I am not wanting, I hope, 
in this difpofition—I acknowledge 
that I foel refcntment for the wrong 
done to us $ but I think, alfo, that 
there is a benefit to fociety in mak* 
ing men repent of their crimes, that 
they may reftrain them." 

«« This is the office of the magis- 
trate alone," faid his father. — a If yoy 
ufurp his authority, you roufe the 
lion upon your&lf — and thus find 
two enemies. — Would you defire thac 
a ferpent Ibould fting you twice ?'* 

** Am I then to fubmit to every 

Voi*. JL G affront ? 
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affront ? to receive injuries, and be 
afraid to punifli them — to yield to 
the fcorn of general contempt ?" 

" No, Henry, no ! Will not your 
courage be more nobly tried, by 
fliewing to all the world that you 
difdain the folly of cuftom, and re- 
ject the falfe meteor of glory which 
dazzles in a duel, but fades inftantly 
into mifery and contempt ?~I» your 
whole life and your happinefs to be 
plunged into the darkeft abyfs of 
defpair, becaufe you have received 
one infult ? Is it generous to chargp 
your reputation with a fin, by at- 
tempting to preferve it crimfoned 
with blood ? Is it an aft of con- 

temptible 
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temptible fear, you feem fo much to 
dread, to fliun bafe affaffination ? 
True courage is to refift evil, not 
to plunge deeper into it. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

XT was quite evening when they 
arrived at home. The anxiety of Mrs. 
Somerville and the young ladies was 
in fome meafure relieved by their re- 
turn — though the fufpenfc in which 
they had remained fo long, had 
interrupted their ufual occupations, 
which were accuftomed to render 
their time rapid in its Sight. 

Mr. Somerville's fyftem difdained 
a fmooth reprefentation of unfavor- 
able fads — he held it childifh, and 
next to finful, thus to deftroy the na- 
tural ftrength of the mind, by dif- 

guifing 
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guifing truth, and rendering it un- 
able to bear her language : he there- 
fore related in plain terms the fimpk 
narrative of the events of the pad 
few hours.—* 

Fanny felt what nature would 
diftate to every woman to feel in her 
fituatton— -more anxiety for her bro- 
ther whom (he loved* than for her 
lover whom fhe only efteemed :— - 
but the more remote confiderations 
of the probability of her never fee«, 
ing him again, of never anfwering 
to the name of Lady Norbury, and 
of being born perhaps to blufh un- 
feen, were fufficient to take their 
fecondary place in her breaft, to fe- 
cure a figh to the departing fpirit of 
G 3 her 



( «« ) 

determined to pay their laft tribute 
of refpe;£t. They had appointed 
Mr, Gregfon, their attorney, to meet 
them, on whofe fidelity and upright- 
nefs they had always placed a well* 
deferved reliance. 

Mr. Gregfon had been long ac- 
quainted with the family— he had 
received a liberal education, and had 
formed ideas in general fuperior to 
the low mechanical part of his pro- 
feffion, where drudgery and rapid 
chicane go hand in hand, to opprefe 
the weak, to ftarve the hungry* and 
to expofe the houfelefs child of want ! 
He had fcen enough of the miferies 
of mankind to rejoice in relieving 
them — h^ had felt the forrows of 

weeping 
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weeping indigence; and had often 
difarmed half its terrors by a&ing 
the mediator inftead of the executor 
of revenge.— Could all his profeffion 
be reduced to fuch as moved on his 
level, the popular prejudice would 
be forgotten* and the fer Varus of dis- 
tributive juftice would be dignified 
with the (hield of protedtion, inftead 
of the fafces of execution ! 

Such was the man, in Whdft 
(kill and uprightrtefs Henry was 
about to repofe the whole tonduft 
of his affairs.— 

The funeral was fumptuous, but 

its pomp excited no tears — Even old 

Ralph had beert forgotten, and to 

his turn he forgot to weep— u for one 

G 5 good 
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good turn deferves another," faid the 

old man. He had been accuC- 

tomed to buffet the elements, and 
beat about in the fortuitous gales of 
fortune, and he expe&ed nothing elfe 
for the reft of his days :— but it hap- 
pened about this time that the gate- 
porter at the park was ill— he foon 
after died ; and Mr. Howard did 
not fuffer old Ralph to live long 
upon the fcanty earnings of his laft 
place : he refided for the reft of his. 
days in the Park lodge ; and, wfyen 
he died, there was not an old goflig 
within three miles of the church- (tile 
that did not drop a tear,, and repeat 
thefe words printed over his grave > 
*' Poor Ralph is filentfor evermore !* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Gregfon found, on perufal of 
all the writings he could difeover, 
that the charges upon the eftate 
would leave a refidue of nearly one 
fhoufand pounds. Henry therefore 
determined to fell the manor and 
manfion-houfe, and to retain a fmaU 
farm contiguous to his father's ^ 
which, with a trifling balance in mo- 
ney after payment of the incidental 
txpences, would enable him to fill 
up all his time in cultivation, refolw 
ing to adhere to his firft defign of 
cafting the produce into the common 
ftock. He rejoiced in this acquifc 
tion, which would render him conro- 
plete mafter of a farm, and yet pre* 
ferve him in the habits of focial iry- 
G 6 tercourfcr 
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tercourfe with his amiable and be- 
loved family : and he confidered, 
that if ever fuch extraordinary for- 
tune fhould happen, as the marriage 
of his fitter to Lord Norbtyry, and 
of himfelf to Harriet Howard, he 
might thus be enabled to make a 
fmall provifton for his fitter Mary 9 
the growing delight of every eye— 
the darling of almoft every heart ! 

Two days having been nearly oc- 
cupied in forming all thefe arrange- 
ments! Mr. Gregfon was left in full 
poffeffion of the premifes* with au» 
thorny to conduit the fale, and to 
take fuch meafures as fhould, without 
the law's delay, put every one in 
poffeffion of his own, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Somerville and his foil re* 
turned to their expe&ing family, 
whofe unaffected excellence never 
fttone fo confpicuoufly as at their 
meeting after an abfence however 
fhort. The charming fmile that wel- 
comes a quick approach, the flatten- 
ing ftep that treads fwiftly over do* 
meftic ground, or the interefting 
covetoufnefs of every word rapidly 
related, that glorify the firft meet- 
ing of a family devoted to each 
other, is, to fay the leaft of it, a flu- 
dow of heaven ! 

All the fubjeds of their prefent 
attention were full of interefting 
importance*— The death and funeral 

of 
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of old Mr. Somerville, the gloorrr 
which hung ftill upon Henry's browv 
and the fituation of Lord Norbury 
had all their weight: but Henry 
claimed their principal regard. The 
anxious earneftnefs of his mother's 
countenance expreflfcd a defire to 
penetrate into; his intention too 
keenly to need her queftioning him 
upon it : — he, whofe foul was made 
up of domeftic love, delayed not 
to give her the moft folemn affur- 
ances that he was convinced of the 
folly and rafhnefs of duelling, and 
that he would not, unlefs it fhould 
be neceffary to ftand between Lord 
Norbury and Armftrong, hazard 
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Ks life in fuch hands :— this was 
the utmoft he could be perfuaded to 
promife,. it was the utmoft he could 
perfuade himfelf to undertake* 



GRAF; 
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CHAP. XXV. 

W HEN Lord Norbury, to whom 
it is ueceflary for us to return, ar- 
rived at the Park, Mr. Howard was 
engaged with company, and there- 
fore was not made acquainted with 
the incident already mentioned, 
until the following day. In the 
mean time a fervant, who had been 
upon the road, and (topped for re- 
frelhment at the inn where Arm- 
ftrong was confined, feeing the 
hafty approach of Henry, follow- 
ed by his father and Lord Norbury, 
had thought it moft prudent to purfue 

his 
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his way, and arrived in the kitchen 
time enough to relate the whole ad- 
venture, with a multitude of aggrava- 
tions, before Mifs Howard'* woman 
was called to drels her young lady ; 
*— who, lending a willing ear to all 
that came from that corner of the 
globe, was tortured with the fufpenfe 
of fending the woman no lefs than 
three times to Joe, to learn whether 
Mr. Armftrong had loft an arm or 
a head— whether Lord Norbury had 
killed him or Fanny — and whether 
young Mr. Somerville, or his father, 
or his lordftiip, or Armftrong, or 
the landlord, or all the people in 
the farm-yard, had not, or. which o£ 
them had actually died and come to 

life 
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life again : and after all, poor Har- 
riet was utterly unable to guefs what 
it was that had befallen the whole 
party. — 

The incoherency of the ftory was 
the only fource of confolation fh& 
could colledt -, for it Ihewed her. the 
folly of encouraging anxiety, when 
(he could not explain the caufe of 
it, even to her own imagination j and 
yet foipething like abfcnce and an 
earned folicitude frequently fent her 
mind upon the wings of bufy thought 
far away from the circle (he was 
engaged in, till Lord Norbury made 
his appearance. She % «K>uld then aflure 
herfelf, that at lead one worthy friend 
was fafe \ but then " he might have 

remained 
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remained alone to tell the talef" 
.What cruel deftiny enchains a female 
heart, that, by the (hackles of cul- 
tivated life, {he flhould be reprehen* 
fible if, under Harriet's fuuation, (he 
fhould have ventured to afk fome 
news of her deareft friend! — The fa- 
tigue his lordfhip had undergone 
fince he laft left the Park, and the 
flock of anxiety he had lately added 
to it, rendered his brow heavy and 
deprefled, contrary to his ufual agree- 
able manners : he entered the room 
and paid his refpe&s to every one 
prefent, without that cordial plea, 
fantnefs which had always fecured 
bim the general favor ; — he bowed 
refpeflfuUy to Mrs. Howard, and, 

aftet 
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after making a flight obeifance to 

the circle, fat down by his friend, 

with whom he fell into convcrfatioA 

for fome time.— *Mrs. Howard* who* 

whatever might be her opinion of 

the match with Henry, felt as 4 

woman, and knew her daughter** 

wifh, therefore afked his lordfliip 

if he had left all his friends well * 

which he anfwered in the affirmative. 

The cards and the converfatton then 

became general, add in the vorte* 

of the ceremony he withdrew unob* 

ferved to his chamber. 

The ufual civility of a vifit to a 
family upon the deceafe^>f any re- 
lation, became a fcrious point with 
Mr.Howard, who,though he ftrongly 

objeded 
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objected to the union of his daughter 
with Henry, yet had that high efteern 
for his friend, which he was very unr 
willing to divert into any other chan- 
nel* be looked round among all hif 
acquaintance, and could find none 
who was worthy to take the place 
Mr. Somerville held in his efteem, 
if Harriet fhouid be of the party, it 
would look like acquiescence — if (he 
ftaid at home, he had little doubt 
but Henry would be found in the 
evening behind fame alcove again. 
He refolded to truft to chance, and 
at he fcould himfclf be with them, 
he thought he could keep a ready 
eft upon their proceedings. 

Under theft imprefiiogs, the coach 

was 
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was ordered for the ladies, and Lord 
Norbury drove Mr. Howard in his 
phaeton, Qn.the following day. 

Some of the common people, and 
perhaps feme of their own lervants 
not very hoftile to the wifli, forget- 
ting that forms and ceremonies in 
fuch cafes would have drawn the 
gentleman the other way, and that 
the ladies would have waited at home 
for him, fpread the report that the 
wedding was to be at Mr. Somen* 
ville's parifh-church, and a&ually 
wilhed them joy as they pafied along 
*— and the parifti clerk, out of his 
overflowing zeal for the propagation 
of fuch glad tidings, fet the old 
bells in the fteeple a-ringing, and 

fixed 



( '43 ) 

fixed up a green bow at the weather- 
cock, to {hew to all diftant travellers 
what fport was going forward. 

When they arrived at the green 
gate, the whole family went out to 
meet them. Conceive the joy!— 
Reader, do you poflefs the foul of 
human love i — Have you the glow 
of fympathy thrilling through thy 
tendereft vein ? Have you ever known 
the charm of confcious, duteous, un- 
abating' affe&ion, gufibing at every 
pore, fwelling at every refpiration, 

trembling on each lip ? Conceive, 

if you have not loft it in unchafte de- 
fire, if you have not burft the charm 
of innocence by difdaining the bond 
of untainted fidelity, if you have 

not 
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not fuffered the ebullitions of honeft 
nature to be wafted by the blading 
mildew of pollution-— conceive the 
joy that beat high in Henry's bofom, 
once again to prefs his Harriet's band, 
and almoft again, as he handed Her 
from the carriage, to clafp her to 
his heart !~*»The mid-day fun never 
diffufed a warmer glpw over all 
the expanfe of animated nature, 
than Henry's noble countenance e*. 
preffed. 

Soon after they had been affcm- 
bled, Fanny, who longed to hear 
whether flie had been made the fub- 
jeft of converfatton at the Park, and 
Harriet, who was equally defirous of 
knowing the events of the paft week 
i with 
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inch more certainty than &e had yet 
learned thenl, propoftd to each other 
in the fame moment a walk m the 
orchard. 

** If we ever loved one another," 
laid Harriet, «* it ieems, my dear 
Fanny, as if we now have more 
caufe for our friendfliip than ever} 
and yet our affairs are far from being 
ijmilar— for in yours nothing offew 
10 prevent——" 

M Indeed I" interrupted Fanny— 
•* Is the -duel given op then Y* 

*" Good Hearem—Duel J what 
4uel ? who i* -going to fight a duel f 
—•Pray teU Ate what you mean—is 
not every thing (fettled ?* 

" I don.'* know," fcidFftnnyj « pot 
■ Vm.II. H, lam 
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I ^mgivcn to Vundetftand that My 
I/ttd is to>fight ^ duel with Ann- 
ftrong; and therefore I am fo far 
from the fituation you imagine, that 
I muft not indulge' any hbpes that it 
may ever take place." , ■ - ■ * - 

Harriet was as much relieved, at 
a fifh which efcapes by the frafture 
of a net ; adding as {he gained breath, 
that if that was all her anxiety, FanSy 
might reft in very good fecurity, and 
might begin to order her clothes— 
« c For," added ihe, " I know it is all 
fettled, and you *re to live inPortman- 
ftjbar?, and In Suffolk- — and your fe> 
dan is to be lined with white fatin, 
and your favours are to be edged with 

♦Mkefilyer lace, and 'the men are to 

nji. : . wcar 
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wear Jargc gold epaukttes, and your 
Ladyfhip is to be every thing in town, 
till another wedding happens, and 
carries the tide that way. And fo 
perhaps this cjuel you talk of, is not 
to be after all— " 

. */ Heaven ftpid it ipay not \" faid 
Fanny ; " for it involves us all in a 
world of anxiety : for my brother 

• . i ... . v. i - : .,:.. - • - i. ,'n 

declares it (hall not be, till that Arm- 

ftrong has given him fatisfa&ion— 

and we all thought they were gping 

to fight two days ago; but, he has 
"* * • * - * * •* < i • 
bee,h prevailed upon by my father 

to allure us, that he will not inter-. 

fere unlcfs it fliould be neceS^ary." -, 
11 And pray/' faid Haijriet yr\tk 
. H 2 great 
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gfcat ttrhefttttfe, «* wtiat rs thfc twr- 
<*fficy which wftl call' hfih owt ) n 

<c I do not know, * arifwercd Fanny, 
u but that of preventing any mill 
fortune to Lord Norbufy, and of 
faving anxiety to " 

" To your Lady (hip, 1 fuppofe," 
fad Harriet quickly, attempting to put 
on a rallying air, " I Aould have ima- 
gined he would have thought alfo that 
there were others who ought to be 
tbnfulted oti fuch a ftcp.^ 

*Ah, my deai Harriet!" faid 
fanny, *< there lies the chief clufc bt 
his violence!— He fays, that your 
father has given him a pofitive it- 
tafal, and that therefore — •'' 

."No, 
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4i No, Fanny ! therefore he has not a 
right to throw himfclf away ! To you 
I will not hefitate to fay how much 
Henry is truly mine — I have fieard 
nothing qf this pofitive refufal — if ic 
were fo, I flioukJ fcarcielv have been 
broMgfe here tp*d»y. No, np !— tell 
him from me, that, whatever com- 
mand* I am bound at prtfent tp 
obey, there may come a time when 
1 will lb?w hip* how unalterably— 
But they ^rt all coming inta the 
garden— Let us all tenderly love one 
another, and we fhall be happy i and 
Lady Norbury (hall become the pro* 
tcttrefs and confidante of her friend/' 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

X H E conrerfation in the parlour 
had been Jar left interefting— Mr. 
Howard preserved the cool damp of 
polkenefs, which thuts up com mum* 
cation. The ladies had paffed a few 
words acrofs the table, and Mr. 
Howardpurpofeljr occupied the time 
in an eridfeavourto divert their mtnds 
'from 'tttoTC' tender fabjfefby by fpeak* 
ing on the topics of public conven- 
tion, which were then diredted to 
the death- of -the celebrated Captain 
Cook 5 not becaufe it hadjuft hap- 
pened, but becaufe fome prints and 
— a the- 
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• theatrical rcprcfcntation had revived 
the ibbjeft in* the public mind : sod 
he ftrove tq engage Henry's a'tea^ 
tion, in order ta keep Kim in the 
room; 

; " It is ve*y qusfiionable," fckt 
Mr f Somex^ijle, " whether yoyage^qf 
difcovcry have ever been in the maifr 
tcally ufcful, i£ you- conli.lcr the 
ends they. Iuveiall produced*" 

"■ Tbey have always, beeiraccount* 
ed honourable," feid Lord Norbury t 
" and calculated for the noble pur* 
pofe of enlightening the minds of 
ignorant nations^-*diSu(ing chriftian* 
ky, and rendering mankind therefore 
more happy." 

" But, if thefe effe&s had follow* 
H4 cd," 
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ed," faid Mr. Somefrville, " I would 
not have joined jn applauding voyages 
of difcovery.— —What tribes among 
mankind, either eaft or weft, have we 
rendered happy by vifiting them? 
It appears to me, that we have dis- 
turbed their tranquillity,deluged their 
fbades with blood, fet up ruin and 
horror in the place of peace, and 
with the name of religion burned 
their altars, and difgraced our own 
by intolerant perfection: lndla f 
America, Africa, iflands, deferts, all 
have felt the contagion of European 
injuftice, wherever Europe has ex- 
tended her flag ! I pitied the fate of 
Captain Cook as fin cere ly as any 
man : but had 1 been a native of 

Qwyhc^ 
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Owyhee, I giould have affifted in 
his deajh. Had not the vices of 
Europe corrupted Ofrheiteao blood ? 
You will find fome hints of this in 
Mr. Dunbar's Eflays, who fays, that 
while fo heavy a charge agaipft either 
France or England is retorted on 
each other by thofe nations, the na- 
tjyes of the happy Ify*n<l will have 
£3t)fe to lan*n( tb$t any European 
yeflfel ever toucjied upon their fhores." 

" Then the original defign," faid 
IJenry, "ha? bfen fruftrated ?" 

«• No? entirely To," faid Mr. How- 
ard. <c Wc have brought hom$ fome 
curiqus fpecimens of their manners, 
cuftoms ; dothijig/ ^nd inftrumencs 

h 5. ; . ©f 



of war;' and planted our EngKff* 
flag upon their fettlements.**"^ 
44 Ii is true," laid Mr*. Somervflle. 

" ic And to what benefit to either party 

"— exclusive of the pra&ice of navi- 
gation ? I* there any eftabliftied* trade 
carried on between both countries* 
and to what advantage?* 

? in fome of "the ifl'ands' we haw 
eftablilhed good fa&ories, which 
carry on executive trade, and pro* 
duce' great influx of property and 
revenue at Home— And when you fait 
that way, you find a place bfrelfuge." 
44 What I have advanced, " faid Mr. 

'Somerville, , 4c is upon a general view 
of the whole iubjeft, not on a par* 

" ■ ll1 rial 
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rial one of certain dift rifts. Our en- 
terprifes have moftly failed for want 
of forming a good underftanding and 
concurrence with the other nations : 
if nations would eftabliflv a concert 
and union among thefmfelves, all 
regions of the earth might become 
habitable, and the dements them- 
Ttlves almoft ceafe-to rebeh" 

« tfiefe are good n fpeculktions," 
replied Mr, Howard : "-hut you muft 
make a fyffem for men r nfrt men for 
a fyftem : jrour language and philo*- 
fbphy will'db well for the millennium 
which' is approaching; when our 
fwordf wifr be turned into pruning*. . 
hooks." i 

• ?- And this/ 5 refumed Mr. Somen. 
H6 viilc, ; 
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tillc, « would be happy for us> wouW 
it not ? Why fhould wc cot learn to 
wage war with the element* inftcacj 
of our own kind j and exert all ouf 
united prowefs in the recovery of our 
patrimony from chaos, inftead of 
adding to its empire V 

" But until that time arrives," 
faid Mr* Howard, " the good of our 
country claims] the firft care and 
advancement/' 

" There can be no jfuftice," re- 
plied SomerVille, "in that fyfteiu 
which defigns a particular good to 
any part, and does not confift fairly 
. with the good of the whole in itfclfc 
In order to render any partial good 
really and truly juft, you rauft {hew 

the 
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the certainty of its act prodqeing ait 
equal portion of evU— and tbat muft 
not be a mere nwtter of Jpecuiatjon, 
Jbut of pofoive proofs - 

The ladies here interrupted the 
continuance of theft enquiries, by* 
prqpofwg 3 walk in the garden* 
which the reft of the party were not 
forry to join. Our wprthy philofopher 
was generally very ftrong in his con* 
ceptions, but often bordered upon 
the dogmatical * and though, for a 
country gentleman, he had acquired 
an extraordinary flock of very prac- 
tical knowledge of the world— he 
often plunged too deeply into philo- 
fophfcal refinemeitf* which rendered 

fome 
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1Bme of his opinions ratter more in** 
genious-than ufcful. 
* !,; Henry Jiatf teKfhed this conver- 
fation, for obvious* reafbns* much 
lefs than the reft, and, finding no 
opportunity of leaving the party, 
marked by the general abfence of 
his mannfcr and countenance, that Be 
momentarily fuffered the penance 
of a prifoner who had a near view 
of the charms of freedom : it was 
not unobferved by Mn Howard, 
who, although he ftrovc to prolong 
the conversion, was not too old to 
have forgotten that fuch a penance 
deferved a reafonable cohipaffion. 
As foon as they had joined in the 

garden, 
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garden, tfiey werefurprifed By a letters 
.which- was brought to Lord itforbury^ 
in the hand"- wnting of Sir Ffanciii 
Bloom—— -^ic appeared to have been 
written m agitation and in extremes./ 

' u MY bttAR L01C1>* l 

<Cf My laft moments are greats 
fy difturbed-^-my mind is an- unin* 
terrupted agoayj— I£J ever loved' 
you, think, how much I now feel to* 
have wronged you! — But 1 thank 
God, you prevented the effe&s of 
the plot. — Do- not Tpeak of me to the 
Somervilles, it will give me pain to 
know that they add their curfes to 
yot*rsJ-~~a few days, moft proba- 
bly a few hours, will (horten the 

pain. 



pm to which Jmn doornetf m thk. 
world— Heaven Knows I pay 4«*T; 
far all the ptetfum I have, found ia 
fe— Perhaps this may (often what J 
hay* yet to cjg*ft is th« next^ 
While you are reading this, which I 
have made great effort to write, I. 
JjbaU fink into hopekfs night,— rMay. 
you be happy l-«-*- 

- Yowrloft 

Fiaxcis. Buoom." 

Kiag't'Bcncb* 

P. S. For God'a fife do nat fight 
•rith Armftrong l" 

- Tb* poftfcrtpc wn written with 

eager haftfl, and mush worfc «h«n the 

6 letter; 
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letter j and a rent of the paper near 
the wafer evidently (hewed that the 
advice it contained had been for- 
# gotten before he had forfod it* Two 
day$ had eUpfcd fincc (bey had 
heard any thing of Armstrong j their 
euriofity was fairly excited; and ye* 
they hefitated to enquire, left they 
ihould appear anxious for his dc+ 
ftru&ion. Lord Norbury's manned 
«d atteBtt^s to flawy* not • &tk 
»<W by #afi;i«& (tt&tfe^atyrpktfr 
ing fa his caufti .wid*md hi» m* 
mepts more precious iflthe country: 
but his duty, or rather what he con- 
reived to be hiadiuty, obliged ^im 
to add another excufe for his abfcnce 
or ftknccj and to give him the un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate but untrue appearance of 
indifference towards her. -Their fitu* 
ation was' peculiar— they knew each 
other's •ieAtitnehts, though they hU* 
never heard them — theyfaw their 
union .approach, • without,, perfonal 
explanation* and ihey were a&uaHy 
building up a. certain dependence or 
each other for mutual hapoinefii 
without tije. meSt: diftant avowal f 
eacft ethdr «f theiJr defign to 1 promote 
fc^T^bWivaw* riot iri general eon- 
tent with a aian-who does not fpeak 
f<V himftfe. and men are feldom re _ 

ftrairiea-by chrfhmg circumftances 
from- IccuYing the heart they are. 
timing tv poflirs, afterall obftacles 
Ve^mc^fe^-- 'But the fincere de- 
licacy' 
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m 

licacy of Lord Norbury's mind— a 
confcioufnefs that very probably his 
rank might add fomething in the 
preponderating fcale, and the emi- 
nent admiration he daily nourilhed 
in his heart for Fanny's extraordinary 
beauty and native unaffc&ed ele- 
gance, retrained him from attempt- 
ing her hand* until hrs own were 
free from contracted obligations. 

He took Henry afide j and, gs he 
Jhewtd hkn the letter, Henry* mark- ' 
ed *ith fufpicious indignaiion the 
fubftance of the poftfeript. — . ^ • 

« There is black villainy in this-^ 
and (hall be fifted to its fatten core; 
'— Yotir Lordfliip will alloVtr me to 
infift that you will not rifle yourfelf 

with 
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with either of thefe rafcals— Perhaps 
the feeble hands of Sir'Francis may 
have given ftrength toArmftrong's 
wickednefs— Let us disbelieve this 
letter, till we fee further." 

" Bloom can gain nothing by any 
defign upon me, n laid Lord Nor* 
bury* 

« True/* replied Umtj, «• but he 
is the tool of that envious Ann* 
toon* 1 ' 

Lord NarbtfCfr who knew amt 
•f the Baronet thaa Henry could be 
fuppofed to 4q% and remembered 
feme traitf of 4 generous diipofition, 
fefifted thi9 wWce» and determined 
10 go to town, with aflurapeca that 

ht 
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he wftuld take fteh precaution* as 
{hould feture htm from injury in m 
*iftt to the prifon— tad fa the rtiean 
tkte commiffioncd Hebry to avoid 
feeing Armftrong, but to learn his 
Gtuation. 

Affairs being thus arranged be- 
tween them, they rejoined the party, 
who were then preparing to feparate. 
—Lord Norbury acquainted them 
generally, that fume particular affairs 
called him immediately to town, and 
that he hoped to return in a day or 
two; " And then I fhall alfo hope/ 9 
faid he in a lower key to Mr. Somer- 
▼illc, " to be difcharged from thefe 
embapraflments.^ 

Mrs: 
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Mrs. Howard prevailed on Fanny 
to accompany them — and Henry, 
much to the difcomfiture of Mr. 
Howard, rode T>y the fide of the 
carriage. ■,-..■•.. ' 



. ;Js .^44. .. . i 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

xVs Lord Norbury drove Mr. 
Howard with him, the opportunity 
offered of fomc decifive convcrfation 
relative to the prefent pofture of 
their affairs. " Has your Lordfhip 
then fully made up your mind to 
marry Mife Somerville ?" — 
. " Moft certainly." 

" You know theinUtcdifappoint- 
itient— that they will have nothing 
from the old gentleman ?" 

"I find/' replied hi* Lordlbip,. 
* that when Gitgfon \m paid all 

the 
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the debts, there will not be more 
than one final! farm in this neigh- 
bourhood for Henry, which he has 
declared he (hall hold for the general 
benefit of his family*— You know it 
is not fo matctitf to ifee-***** fore I 
am, that if ever I Aiotkld be? fo fortu- 
nate as to introduce Fanny to the 
world, lhe wtil not need pecuniary 
lfccommendations to flied luftre upon 
toy family. I find her brother a 
generous young man, formed for * 
line of life fuperiofr to ilh ruftk re- 
twement-, attl I dciubt floe I £tell 
late the pkafu#eof iteing him fitt 
fome important tlc«ati»i io the fitW 
ort&ecabineitr*' 
V Do you <«hjnki fo Jfighly af 

him? 
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him? I allow he has merit, but I 
fear your Lordfhip fees him through 
the medium of his fitter." 

" Time will (hew that/ 9 faid Lord 
Norbury. " If ever mao had a heart 
•and a fpirit that dignified human 
nature, they are to be found in 
Henry Somerville. You muft know 
him as well, as I do— you muft fee 
his merit, and you muft kaow that 
your daughter fees it. But, my 
dear Howard, there is fomething 
fnore you muft know — that nature 
is irrefiftible.— You might lire in 
our order of fociety for a hundred 
years, and not fee fuch an undif- 
fembled affection as now fubfifts be- 
tween them. I will allow that you 
Vol. II. I had 
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tad been made more happy if Henry 
had been a Peer, or had the expefta- 
tion of being fo : but you may cer- 
tainly bring him into parliament, 
the army or navy, or the law or 
the church. Your fortune and fa- 
mily will fecure him refpeft j and if 
you wifli that your daughter {hould 
not be faid to have married a ple- 
beian, get a feat for him, or the pro- 
mife of a feat, before the wedding- 
It is not at all unlikely that old Tem- 
pleton (hould die, -who represents one 
of my boroughs, and you are at free 
liberty to bind me to the promife of 
putting him in there V 

" Oh, I thank you very kindly! — 
But 1 have not thought favourably 

. enough 
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enough yet about it, to come to a con- 
clufion of fo much confequence."— 

" Why f — You have known their 
attachment long enough — you cannot 
need fortune — merit and virtue you 
have found here in the extreme — in- 
fluence and power you po fiefs — you 
may alfo command what little be- 
longs to me— And I will engage that 
Henry will do you credit as a fon* in- 
law." 

" Perhaps ,he may.— To be fure* 
' my daughter has not received any " 
other offer." 

••* J rather think," laid My Lord, 

" flie has difcouraged ihem. — I fpeak 

for. myfelf : for the world jou know 

and the filly new f papers have often 

I 2 put 
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put us together: but I nerer met 
with any thing in Harriet, but that 
fort of diftant affability which in 
fenfible language fays, ' I like you 
<vqy well as a man, but I like fome- 
body elfe as a lover ! 9 

Mr. Howard was thoughtful ; and 
iilence enfued for near half a mile.-*- 
Lord Norbury knew how to avail 
himfelf of a favourable moment— 
c< Why," faid he, " cannot you de- 
lete ?— You love to contribute to the 
feappinefs of others— what a full tide 
of it would flow all round you !— 
Take Henry apart when wc arrive, 
«nd fee whether he is lefs than I have 
defcribed. I will venture to (lake 
«ny own wedding upon the refult." 

w your 
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** Your Lordfhip is a very (Ire- 
nuous friend to him indeed." 

" Not more fo than lam to Har- 
riet. You may rely upon it, fuch an 
attachment, fo unfeigned as hers,, 
will never bend to another marriage 
— I do not believe an offer from the 
Prince of Wale* could tempt her.*' 

" I fliould hope, my Lord, fome 
influence, fome little authority ma/ 
be allowed to reft in my bread ?" 

if Authority ? my dear friend ! If 
I know your heart (and that I do 
know it, is one of the delights of my 
life), I will be fworn you are now 
ufing a tone which you would not 
exert if you could. How often have 
you preferred death to the mifery 
I 3 excited 
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excited in fuch cafes— how flrongly 
have I heard jou reprobate the folly 
of fuch meafures, which are the great 
fprings of that unhappinefs which 
men in retired life always charge 
upon us! No, no! I know you too 
well — the tfme of your concern and 
anxiety is not yet arrived." 

44 No? — Pray when am I to ex- 
p.ait?" 

4C As foon as you have withdrawn 
your family to town, (hut the door 
a^ainft Henrv, and made a final re- 
folution to flab your daughter's peace 
for ever.— Then, when you fee her 
heart fwo!n, her eyes gufhing in 
filent tears, her beauty fading— and 
all the young men fee by ycur hof- 

pitality 
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pitalicy that you are courting them 
to affe<5t your daughter with a temper 
fourcd by difappointment " 

At this moment they drove paft 
Armftrong's inn, whom they faw fit- 
ting at the window, and apparently 
wrangling with great petulance at 
fome other perfon in company. 

Mr. Howard continued filent for 
fome time* and as they drove inta 
the park, Lord Norbury aflced him in 
a cheerful tone the fubjeft of his 
thoughts. 

" I can,** anfwered he, M do no 
harm by keeping Henry to dinner, 
and talking with him/ 9 And turning 
towards the carriage, where the poor 
anxious heart of Henry was fuppreff- 
I 4 ing 
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ing a figh to attempt a cheerful fare- 
well, he requeued his company with a 
tQne and countenance of lefs aridity 
than he had ever yet ezprefied to- 
wards him. I 

The invitation was as little ex peek- 
ed by the reft of the party, as by 
himfelf— it cheered the fpirits of 
them all; and lighted up the " man- 
ly funninefs" of Henry's counte- 
nance with new fervor. Mrs. How- 
ard— whofe high opinion of her huf- 
band rendered her paffive to every 
fentiment or *i(h that he expreffed, 
fupprefling her own under the con- 
viction of his fuperior judgment — 
felt an inftant fuffufion of pleafure, 
which (he could not reft rain, while 

(he 
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fhe difcovered his hand upon her 
daughter's, which (he preffed with the 
emotion of undiffembled gladnefs. 

Never was a table furrounded with 
mo re cheerful nefs. Harriet caft many 
a look of bufy enquiry in her father's 
face — Lord Norbury rendered him- 
felf peculiarly agreeable — Mrs. How- 
ard, always elegant, always dignified, 
never conducted the honours with 
more charming eafe and gracefulnefs { 
than at this moment. The difference 
was fo evident, that the fervants were 
led to believe that the wedding had 
actually taken place, though they- 
could difcover no figns of it, — Mjv 
Howard partook of the general de- 
light without conceiving that it 
1 5 arofe 



( 178 ) 

arofe from the expe&ation he had 
raifed. 

The ladies had not long retired 
before Mr. Howard introduced a few 
topics of public news, in order to ob- 
serve how they affe&ed Henry's 
mind : — and he was very well pleafed 
to find that he had riot left the cul- 
tivation of that garden entirely for 
throther. Henry's leifure had been 
occupied chiefly by hiftory and poli- 
tics, with fome good tranflations of 
claffical authors •, and he had generally 
acquainted himfclf with the meafures 
of the times through the medium of 
news- papers j and he was in the con- 
ftant practice of reading the debates 
in both houfes of the Senate* and of 

hearing 
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hearing his father's, and making his 
own comments upon them. Thus, 
though he would be deemed by the 
corps diplomatique but a fecondaiy 
politican, yet he knew enough of 
the world as it pa fled, to form an 
opinion, to under/land the conver- 
fations he heard, and to bear a part 
in the praife or difpraife of men and 
mea fares* 

The fervant announced to Lord 
Norbury, that a gentleman waited 
on him upon bufinefi, who declined, 
fending in his name, having a letter 
to deliver into his own hand — and. 
added, that he believed he was Mr. 
Writhe, the furgeon. 

16 "Til 
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M 111 be fworo he comet from 
Armftrong!"faidMyLord. "Pray 
kt him know I will wait on him 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

WHEN they were together, 
Mr. Writhe, after a long lift of apo- 
logies, and twenty filly fmiles, cover- 
ed with a moift damp upon his fore- 
head, and a flufh upon his face, and 
having twifted his long meagre per- 
fon into numberlefs attitudes, pro- 
duced a letter, which he begged 
with all humility to prefent to his 
Lordfhip, hoping no offence might 
be taken to him, who had indeed 
done and faid all that he could to 
prevent the. affray. 

!? I hop*f 
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**> I hope, fir, your patient is re- 
covering ?" 
' " Oh yes ! my Lord. Thank ye, 
my Lord — he's doing vaftly well, my 
Lord. But to be fure, it has been, 
my Lord, a very bad cafe, and re- 
quired all my fkill and addrefs, my 
Lord. I affure your Lordlhip, if 
it had happened in any other part 
of the county, I don't know, my 
Lord, though I fay it myfelf, and 
your Lordlhip knows we profeffional 
men cannot help fpeaking fomc- 
thing about ourfelves now and then 
— I don't know but it might have 
been fatal." 

Conceive a tall man of about the 
height and breadth of an oak-fapling 

with 
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with a clutter of leaves left at the 
top, which his wig very much re- 
fembled in fliape and fize — clad in 
a dark-brown full drefs coat, that 
had been preferved in Monmouth- 
ftreet ever fince the wars of Queen 
Ann, with a waiffcoat of tarnifhcd 
gold tiffue, whofe pockets reached 
half down to his knee, with black 
velvet breeches, high-topped boots, 
and ruffles which covered his knuckles 
— conceive fuch a figure! fent to 
prefent a challenge to a high-fpirked 
fafhionable nobleman, and waiting 
with the utmoft humility for his 
Lordfliip's gracious condefcenfion to 
accept the honour of having his brains 
blown out J 

As 
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. As foon as his Lordlhip had read 
the challenge, he afked Mr. Writhe 
if he was to .be Mr. Armftrong's 
fecond ; to which he bowed in the 
affirmative. Defiring to have the 
pleafure of introducing him to Mr. 
Howard, he then led the way to the 
dining-room, where he found his 
two friends in converfation, of which, 
from their countenances, he was 
glad to form the rnoft favourable 
conje&ures. 

" Give me leave, gentlemen," faid 
his Lordfhip, fmiling as he entered, 
u to introduce to you Mr. Writhe, 
who brings me tidings of Mr. Arm- 
ftrong, whofe recovery is now cer- 
tain, owing to his extraordinary (kill." 

« Oh, 
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" Oh, your Lordlhip is very kind!* 
—But indeed, whenl ftudied at Ley- 
den -" 

€c Have you been at Leyden, fir V*; 
faid Mr. Howard. 

u I meant Edinburgh, fir ! — My 
Lord—gentlemen, your very obe- 
dient humble fervant/' 

u Pray, fir/' faid My Lord, « are 
they very drift in their examinations 
at Edinburgh i' r 

" At Edinburgh, my Lord ^ Oh, 
dear ! 4 I meant the college— Yes, my 
Lord, very ftri£t indeed. When I 
palled my examination, I was a very 
young man." 

" You muft have feen great prac- 
tice fince that time, fir." 

This 
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This was an unfortunate remark ; 
for it being by no means clear, whe- 
ther he ever ftudied at all, or wa& 
ever examined at all*, he preferred 
getting rid of fo cnxbarraffing a quef- 
tion, by taking refuge under the 
fhelter of this remark •, and during 
the fpace of ten minutes 9 uninter* 
rupted volubility, which for exqui- 
fitenefs of tone, delicacy of found, 
and tranquillity of motion, may well 
be compared to one of the patent 
alarms, or to a watch daQied on the 
ground from fome lady's Gde in the 
middle of a ball- room, he entertained 
his aftonifhed hearers with the wounds, 
bruifes and putrifying forts of all the 
men and the maids, the ploughboys, 

carmen,. 
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carmen, thrdhers, and old Philpots, 
within twenty miles' circumference 
of this fpider of medicine. Scarcely 
could a child cry, but he propofed 
ibme fpecific — not a chin had a fcrape 
to the quick on a Saturday-night, 
but the barber had a wink to fend 
for do&or Writhe. In (hort, the def- 
fert upon the table had in a very 
few minutes imbibed in imagination 
fome of the refufe Of the doctor's 
operations -, and, as it could not be 
poffible that his (kill fhould keep 
pace with his tongue, and as the 
caufe of his vilk was rather more in- 
terefting, Lord Norbury ventured to 
turn the torrent of the doctor's elo- 
quence to a different channel. 

« You 
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• 4 You fay, fir f that Armftrong b 
recovered V* 

" Sir," replied JEfculapius, u whcn 
be fentfor me, I was making a bolus 
for a bad eye/* 

" A bolus for a bad eye !" (aid 
Mr. Howard, with tome furprHe. 

" Pardon me, honoured fir— there 
are various forts of bolufes— firfl>that 
which is requ'^e in cafes of—- -." 
The do&or here found he had a five- 
barred gate in his way j and that before 
he could leap it, it would be necef- 
fary to fhorten his ftirrups. — cc But, 
gentlemen, thefe fcientific enquiries 
muft be very uninterefting to you." 

a Rather fo, indeed/' faid Henry : 

— "But, pray, fir " 

" Shy 
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* c Sir, I found the patient very 
anxious and out of fpirits : but I 
told him when I firft faw him, that 
he would do very well. He thought 
fit to fend for a great gentleman from 
London at a great expence, becaufe 
great men are always valued by the 
amount of their charges — and fo 
when he came, he told him the fame 
as I did, and made a flight altera- 
tion in the plaifter, took his fee — a 
cool fifty, fir, a cool fifty — blundered 
into hi3 poft-chaife, and was off 
again !" 

" It muft needs be a valuable al- 
teration this ?" faid Henry. 

" Oh, nothing!" replied Mr. 
Writhe 5 " only he took off my cauf- 

tic, 
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lie, and put on diachylon and cerate, 
and fomefettings— things that we pro- 
feffional men underftand, but we do 
not frighten our patients about." 

This excited a general laugh, 
which raifed this fkilful body of 
phytic from his chair; and fmoothiog 
his face to a grave refpeft, he begged 
pardon for having prefumed to talk 
fo freely. 

" Tell Mr. Armftrong, that I am 
ready to meet him," faid Lord Nor- 
bury : " but that I have received a 
letter from town, acquainting me of 
the extreme fituation of Sir Francis 
Bloom, and I had defigned to fet off 
this very afternoon, that I might fee 
him if poffible before his death." 

"He 
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' « He is dead, fir !" faid Mr. 

Writhe: "he is dead, fir ! When 

I was leaving Mr. Armftrong juft 
now, an exprefs arrived, and he open- 
ed the letter before I came away." 
" Can this be true ?" faicf Henry, 

"True, fir!— true, fir! 1 don't 

underftand your truth, fir ! — Mr. So* 
merville !" 

" No : . upon my word, I don't 
think you do, fir," faid Henry. 

The doftor rofe again from his 
chair. 

« Pray, fir, fit down," faid Lord 
Norbury : " whom did the letter 
come from ?" 

14 From — from — my Lord — Oh I 

recolledl 
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recoiled — it was figned by a 'Squire 
John Blunt." < 

" Then it is too true," added his 
Lordfhip. " Poor Frank !— he has 
outlived his honour and his name !" 

" Pray, fir," faid Henry, c< was 
this the firft news of his death ? Did 
not Mr. Armftrong know of his 
being ill ?" 

u Yes, very well ; for Sir Francis 
fent him but a day or two ago a 
filver-hilted fword and a brace of 
piftols, as the laft prefent, the poor 
gentleman wrote word, he fbould 
«ver make him— but that, as he had 
made him a promife, he complied, 
though much againft his mind. I 
2 fuppofe 
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fuppofe by that he felt himfelf going. 

Oh, fir f 'tis a fine thing for a 

•man to remember his friends in his 
4aft moments P 

Henry rofe from his fear, unable 
to retrain his indignation, and paced 
two or three times haftily acrofs the 
xoom. 

"Then, my\Lord," faid Mr. 
Writhe, " I am to be the meflenger 
of your determination to meet Mr. 
Armftrong? What a cruel thing it is 
$hat great gentlemen will not fettle 
a more eafy way of adjufting their 
quarrels !" 

Mr. Writhe, having pra&ifed his 
ufual number of unnatural twifts, at 
length found his way to the door, 

Vol. II. K to 
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to the no fmall fatisfaaion of all 
prefent. 

The meeting was fixed for the 
following day. It was agreed that 
Armftrong (hould be defired to 
choofe his weapon, the better to de- 
tea his villainy — and that Henry 
(hould be his Lordfliip's fecond — 
but that nothing fliould be faid to 
either of the families. 

" Hovf in the name of common 
fenfe," faid his Lordfhip, " came 
Armftrong to take up with fuch a 
fecond as this Writhe ?" 

« Evidently/' replied Henry, « be- 
caufe he could procure no other. 
His friends are all engaged-^-or on a 
journey— or,may be,fleeping. — Ann- 

firong 
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ftrong may now make a great blufter 
—but I will be (hot if we do not find 
him a coward. He is a mere bully, 
roaring in fafety ; and when oppofed, 
he will truckle, and (hew his weak 

unmanly vices. 1 remember in 

Potter's ^fchylus fome lines in the 
play of Agamemnon, which pre* 
cifely defcribe the heart of this 
wretch:—— 

Tew have the fortitude of foul to honour 
A friend's fuccefs, without a touch of envy ; 
For. that malignant paflion to the heart 
Cleaves clofe, and with a double burden loads 
The man infe&ed with it : firft he feels 
In all their weight his own calamities. 
Then fighs to fee the happinefs of others. 

Ka CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

,MlR. Howard having withdrawn 
for a few minutes ta his ftudy, Lord 
Norbury enquired of Henry how he 
reliflicd his vifit, as it was fome time 
fince he had been there lad. 

Henry cxpreffed his great fatif- 
faftion at Mr. Howard's treatment 
of him; apd laid he never hadaccuf- 
tomed himfelf to talk to him fb 
much upon politics and the affairs 
of the country — that he (Henry) 
had learnt feveral matters from him 
relative to loans and the funded pro- 
perty, which he never yet underftood* 

" I am 
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u I am inclined to think favourably 
of all this, 91 added he ; " but I do 
not quite fee the reafon for it, unlets 
it was to prevent my fpeaking to 
him,, while alone, on. a more i ate re fl- 
ing fubje&— though* if he knew me 
better, he would not find fuch pre- 
cautions neceffaryj fbr> as he has* 
given me his determination already, 
I am. refolved not to difturb the> 
tranquillity of his mind* till I fee 
more favourable grounds/' 

" I hayc," faid Lord Norbury, 
u availed my fclf of this morning's ride,, 
to urge every thing on the fubjeffc 
which I could fugged : and though 
he has been much averfe to any 
union lefs than that of nobility. 
K 3 without 
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without any objection to you j yet I 
think I have put the cafe in two or 
three points of view, which obviate 
ibme of his difficulties, and tend to 
fhorten the profpedt 5 — and I doubt 
not that your merit and talents will 
be a material caufe of promoting 
your wifhes." 

Thus Henry's joys approached 
towards their meridian : thus his 
obligations exceeded any efforts of 
acknowledgments— and thus Lord 
Norbury began to ftie.w his love for 
Fanny, by becoming the avowed 
friend of her brother. 

« I think," faid his Lordfhip, " we 
cannot doubt of the death of poor 
Frank, and therefore I (hall not fet 

off 
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off to town ; and as you will be 
with me to-morrow, keep a watch- 
ful eye upon Armftrong, fo as to 
interfere only at the juft moment. 
Ufc no violence yourfelf, but pre- 
ferve a fteady air-— fay little — but 
examine the weapons." 

" You will excufe what I have 
been doing/' faid Mr. Howard, as 
he entered the room — " I have fent 
a few lines to Mr. Keen our fur- 
geon, to defire him to attend, left any 
unfair play fhould be ufed. I think 
it a great condcfcenfion, and rather 
wrong, that you fhould accept a 
challenge from a man fo unfit to 
put himfelf on your Lord (hip's 
grcundj but that is your own af- 
K 4 fair, 
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fair, not mine. — We will however, 
if you pleafe, be of your party at 
fome convenient diftance." 

Having thus adjufted every thing,, 
they joined the ladies, who were 6a 
that evening without company.— 
Henry fully refle&cd upon his pro* 
mife to his mother, and his father's 
well-founded reafoning againft duel* 
ling — he could not prefume to urge 
them to Lord Norbury, but he 
could, and did refolve to reftrain hit 
own indignation. 

His Lord (hip was charmed to fee 
that manly fpirit fo juftly difplayedi 
and rendered the more interesting, 
from his uniting in it the feelings of - 
a brother and a friend ! 

"My 
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"My worthy Henry," faid he, as 
they fcparatcd from the ladies in the 
garden, " 1 have but little anxiety 
about the eypnt of this rencontre; 
for perhaps it will end in a feafonaWe 
chaftifement of that fcoondr-el : but, 
as none of: us can tdl with certainty 
what fuch a meeting may produce*, 
and he has long been praftifedm all< 
the ways of the town* I have one* 
charge to lajTupon you.. Take thisL 
ppeket-book } it contains a* paper, 
wfatjchy..i£ I Iboukl drop*, your lifter: 
a$d yowrieif wiH firitof afl open' to- 
gether^-Let ..not. this: ; cafcite your. 
curiofity»-I , havo ther^ : expreiftd 
only a few featimenu, Of a very fin* . 
K$ cere. 
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cere affe&ion, which, if I fhoutcf fur- 
vive, it will be my firft pride to 
prove " 
* Henry** heart was full. 

" Does ybur Lordihip then really 
think us worthy of fueh confidence ?'* 

" Moft truly, Henr jr— I ftould be 
ungrateful, to be indifferent to either 
of you. Truft me, our future dayr, 
my very excellent friend,(hall give your 
the toipleft teftimoniesof tnyefteeml^ 

While thecoflee was ferving, Mr. 
Howard caMed upon Harriet for 
her harp. She played and fung, in a 
moft .captivating- manner, an air 
lately fet to mufic, and a little al- 
tered from a favourite poet:— 

7 Ah 
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Ah tdt me, Phedria ! tell me why, 
.When fummoning your pride, you try 
To meet her looks with cool negledr* 
Or crofs her walk with (light refpe£fc 
(For fo is falfehood beft repaid) -, 
Whence do your cheeks rehi&ant glow ? 
Why is your ftruggling tongue fo (low ?* 
What means that fullennefe of brow ? 
A9 if, with all her broken tow 
You (trove the fair apoftate to upbraid! 

. Henry liftcned with mute attention, 
drinking dqep draughts of confola- 
tioifcjp the foul, in thus hearing a 
leffpa from Harriet, that fome others 
in the room might profit by as well 
ashkpfclf.', ; - f -, t , 

^aflny, whpfe texture was formation 
tl^mpft reined, and, like the beauty 
of her form, ail its component come. 

ir. K6 linefa 
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linefs of parts meltsd as it wereiafD* 
each other, in whom femiment like 
her complexion clear and bright rfas 
diverfified by a copious and precious 
mixture of charms^ felt with unmin* 
gled troth the sppjtcatioa of this* 
little air to her ownftof y — wondering,, 
as welt as the poet r at alt the points* 
he urged, yet taking aiv intereft in 
the objed not to be concealed. — 
Henry took it as a piectfofl raillery, 
and put it down to a- good account,, 
nothing doubting that he was now 
freely admitted by the faa&ion of 
her father, and that this day would 
bd the* aulpicious seftt o$ His \ftitUFC 
happiriefsi He ftrdw' to- dhreft : hi* 
BttRd of the feflPs «fckh< had op- 

prefled 



<» 4\ 



preflfed Jii|fl, to affunne an air of mow: 
avowed attention, to mark bis coiv- 
du<9r with aft addreft pecuBariy ap*- 
propriate to herein ihort, tofhew* 
that he really was the" loven 

Lord Norbury fmothercd his in-' 
elination ' to rally hefr upon the p6ims£ 
of her forig,. though he aftriBed it to- 
the pleafantry which always accom- 
panied her, and now engaged -fo? 
agreeably in the fervicc of her friend., 

Mr. Howard was* perhapar the* 1 
only. , one who fd t it: too nriucrh^—he S 
did not think the time yet come,- : 
n6r would he allow himfelf yet tb^ 
think it cvef would* cortie, for Hs* 1 
daughter to' flkter either Heniy or 1 ' 
hfctfelf: With the profptft of a^cerv 1 

taintyv 
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C H A. P. XXX. 

HeNRY, having taken a reluc- 
tant leave of fo delightful a circle, 
and having got into the high road on 
his return home, paffed a man who 
he thought looked at him very hardly,. 
to difcover his perfon if poflible in; 
the dark — and in a few minutes heard, 
him flacke* his pace, flop— and at 
length turn his horfe, and put on a. 
brifk trot to overtake him. 

Henry, whole courage never for- 
fook him, 

■(He, whom toil has brae'd, or manly play, 
Has light as air each limb, each thought as cleat 
as day) 

- fi- and 
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and unarmed with any other weapon 
than his native ftrength and vigour, 
preferred his pace, till a voice called 
him by his name, and begged him. 
to flop, in a tone not much given to 
excite alarm. As foon as they had 
met, he difcovered mounted on a 
horfe wbiqh the ftmed Rpfinante of I 
La Maadvi would b*v*ikit>irffcdHi> 
fleQi <ww* fptat, tbt ikitfto Miv 
Writhf. 

He entreated pardon for thus in« 
terruptfog his journey ; but he had 
been fent to find him by his patient, 
who, for fome caufe which he could 
not develop, had infilled on feeing 
Henry for a (hort time this evening; 
and, as it was now between nine and 
tea o'clock, and the meeting was to 
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be held the next day, he had no time 
tp fpare. " For, poor gentleman !"" 
added this fagacious iecond, ** he is 
in fo bad a ftate of anxiety, that he 
fits for many minutes thinking and 
looking over a few papers he has 
with him, till the fweat drops like 
blood from' his forehead* and his 
eyes, roll like a patient in a delirium. 
-*J once/* faid he, "had a patient— * 
" A plague o* your patient !" in- 
ternupted Henry, ^what have I to 
do with all this ?— to wliat end am I 
defired to fee him ? '[fufpe&ing fome 
bafe defign.]— - Has he any body .with 

hHnr\ ... :..■.:' 

; " No, fir- — only the; landlord and 
your moft obedient." 
* A* thqy rod* on together, Henry 

learned 
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learned from his companion, that 
Armftrong's evil genius haunted him 
with the plagues of conference, and 
the certain fears of death — that he 
had made a fhort will, had written 
to two friends, who had excufed them- 
felves from attending him — had eurf- 
ed his own fotty for fending for a 
furgeon from London, who had not 
effected his cure— and that he had 
left him reading a letter he had juft * 
received by exprefs, which had fo 
diftnrbed him, that he almoft de- 
fpaired of feeing his patient alive at 
his return. 

As foon as they arrived at the 
inn, the landlord met- him at the 
door, and told him that his gueft 

wa& 
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was very bad.— When he was ufhered 
into the room, he found this man 
difarmcd of every principle, that 
could rdcuc him from deftru&ion. 
— plunged into inextricable toils,, 
furrounded with the horrors of * 
terrified imagination— fhrinking at 
death* but refolved upon the grave. 

Jfolly had. in hi* jocund hours rat- 
tled herbells in his eara* and flattered 
him with the vain deceit that he 
fhould never be caft down.— Jgno*. 
ranqe and error, the joint nurfcs of 
immorality and ingratitude, had ear 
couraged his giddy career, and made 
him difbelicve a God, Atheifnvwitk 
her companion Annihilation in. her. 
•wU^ had buoyed him ug*_ in the 

hurry, 
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hurry of luxurious plea&re and the 

riot of unprincipled liccntioufnefs* 

to a falfe convi&ion, that a future 

account was a fable of fupcrftkious 

mythology, and the confequent re* 

ward or punifhment the bugbear 

and cant of fanaticifm, calculated 

only to alarm the unwary, and draw 

afide the unfufpe&irig credulity of 

childhood, or the gapidg aftonifh* 

ment of the grovelling raulritode— • 

With fuch fcntiments of fcrious 

things, Armftrong had never been 

accuftomed to restrain hit indulgence, 

or to caft one look forward bfttond 

the grave* 

The time was now come, w*«n JJe* 
fpondency had caft her fable maritW 

round 
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found him— when Defpair had feized 
upon his indifcretions, and terrified 
£xpc£tation had led him to the pre- 
cipice, into which he was ready to 
plunge, without a ray of hope to 
kfien his fell, without a gleam of 
virtue to meafure back his fteps, 
without one ftar from all the expanfe 
of heaven to lead him upward for 
confolation i 

Loft to himfclf, loft to the world, 
loft to Heaven, Defpair marked him 
for her own'j and eternal Shame, 
gaping wide her terrific jaws, iin- 
PyjSJt for her prey, waited for the 
fwift moment of his diflblution! 
° h ! ye, whom falfe philofophy^and 
** <*nceits of idle fame $ whom 

the 
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the labouring brain of fomething 
little lefs than phrenfy fires-*-who 
yield to the ungrateful voice of Sin, 
and, ruftung from the folaceqf Reli- 
gion and her facred beams, plunge 
into the darknefc of Infidelity ! afreft 
your fantafttc flight — fearch out, and 
fliew us if you find it, fame :morc 
certain light which will lead your 
feeble undulating fteps whennatbre 
trembles on the breath, and youruh* 
fteady eye fwims in the medium of 
departing life 1 Shew us then your 
fubftitute for hope ; but if you find 
it not, flop your rafh folly while it 
is in time, and reflect on the exit of 
the wicked Armftrong I , ; 

Such was the ftate in which this 

hero 
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herd of Atheifm was preparing to 
finifl* his earthly cotfrfe $ deep funk 
in rum irretrievable ! 

«Sk 9 " faid he to Henry, ^ex- 
cufe a -wretch, who is now redcrced 
to beg from your hands the little, 
very little, peace which his laft mo- 
ments tfan afford him~~ — I have too 
many affairs in this world to adjuft, 
and therefore I rofh to another, 
where I hope for reft— *and yet I have 
wronged thofefthomay demend— — 
but I muft-fliorrtn- explanations ; for 
<he time dbes tfot aUow-*~^- t " 

« My time is yours," firdHeAty. 

«* Ah ! fir, you 1 have time before 
hand, mine is .paft, I dare noft lodi: 
ferward^-afifd whaf is >paft b too 

painful 
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painful to review.— I (hall very Fooft 
excufe the trouble I have rafhly given 
to Lord Norbury and yourfelf— Take 
this paper, it contains the little repa- 
ration that lies in my power— -Your 
indignation is juft— I lee that you 
difdain to receive from my hands any 
acknowledgment but death — in this 
you will foon be fatisfied. I have 
however faved you this ptide of 
heart j for I have returned to Mr. 
Gregfon all your grandfather's fecu- 
rities cancelled, and thus, in fpite of 
fate and -honour, you ujuft be his only 
heir — Thus I die content." 

" Do I live," faid Henry, « and 

hear rightly ?— You die ! By what 

means ? — How, do you thus dread 

Vol. II. L to 
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to die, and yet call upon death ?— 
Never (hall you die, while I can pie* 
ven t Tis true, I lhall meet y*u 
to-morrow, but I would not have 
fiifit red either of you to fight/ 9 

« Had I known that — but, oo— I 
have other account*— All is well!— -It 
muftbeibr 

fC By Heaven, this &a!l never be 1 
—Would you die thus like a coward 
running from his poft; you that 
called another to the field ? — If you 
have done wrong, will death affift 
your repentance? If you have offend- 
ed Heaven, will fetf-murder fmooth 
the brow of eternal juftice ? or, if 
you have caufed affli&ton, or done 
the deeds of blackeft perfidy on 

earth, 
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earth, will this fecure a better famet 
—Have you never received the bleff- 
ings of life ?—*Will this prove your 
gratitude ? You fpoke juft now of 
daring not to look forward— Mift akeft 
wretch, will thy own fword point thee 
a fairer road ?" 

* Oh! fpareme— fpare me," cried 
he, in a hollow ihivering tone — «« Ms 
too late to argue— my brain is al- 
ready half on fire !— Oh, that pang 
—gracious Providence* Oh!— r 

Hewy, in the deepeft cenfterna- 
ifaHiiTuiig the beH mkh much violence 
—The landlord and his wife, who had 
liftened at *hc door, kftantly entered 
~-and befoce tbey could fend for Mr. 
Writhe, Axao&umg breathed a deep 
L a f lg h, 
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Cgh> rolled his half-clofing eyes, 
Wretched himfelf m violent agonies, 
and at length expired, 

Henry ftarted with aftonilhment 
and dread — not that death could 
alarm a foul virtuous as his, but 
that it (hould firft make its appear- 
ance to his fight accompanied with 
fo much terror. 

As foon as Mr. Writhe came in, 
he foon pronounced that the death 
was occafiooed by a copious draught 
of fome liquid in which arfenic was 
mixed. But as none had been bought 
at his houfe, he was clearly excul- 
pated from cenfure * and, after fome 
further enquiry, a paper was found 
in the clofet with the remains of fome 

arfenic, 
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arfenic, from which it was fuppofaJ 
he had filled up the meafure of his 
defpair. 

Henry ordeicd every care to be 
taken of the body, and proceeded to 
feal up the articles of property that 
belonged to the deceafed. The hoft* 
who, aided by his jolly wife, had no 
fmall grain of curiofity, haying firft 
expreiTed ta Henry/ his hope,, that he 
would take care of his bill, and of 
the great attention they had paid to 
Mr. Armftrong* proceeded to ac» 
quaint him of a few of the ftrange 
occurrences that had happened fince 
he had taken up his abode at their 
inn— and when the bill was produ- 
ced, it appeared that brandy and 
L i large. 
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Urge fupplies of cordials, commonly 
called tomfert, had very effentialty 
contributed to fend their miferable 
gueft rather fpeedily to hfe journey's 
tnd:~-that he had once been in a 
violent rage at a man, who had 
brought a brace of ptftols not of the 
tight fort— that he wu made very 
happy one evening by a prefcat from 
Sir Francis Bloom of a firord and 
jrifiols— *nd that they had heard Mm 
tfbitftrft Writhe on probing a ground 
made by that fwordj and that this 
was the only time he was calm and 
quiet fince he had been there, though 
they had done all in that power; 
but that he foon funk back in- 
to his ufual angry manner — full of 

I>ain> 
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patfr, diffatfefa&ion, and violence—* 
often roaring out vengeance againft 
Lord Norbury, and then regretting 
it, and faying he had done him 
wrong— in (hart* that he often (hewed 
the turbulence of a madman. 

When Mr. Writhe heard the land- 
lord mention the fword, he made a 
fign to him to flop, and drove to 
lead their attention to fome of the 
funeral arrangements. But Henry 
bad, ever fince the letter to Lord 
Norbury, refolved to make that the 
objed of particular inveftigation ; 
and, therefore, taking it up from the 
table, turned to Mr. Writhe, and 
with a firm tone demanded if he 
ever faw it before. , 

"Saw it, fir? Yes, I— I— this 
L 4 fword, 
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fword, fir? Yes, I— I — perhaps 1 
may, fir/' 

." Then I take it that you have, 
fir! — Now, pray when did you fee 
it ?" drawing it from the fcabbard. 

" Oh ! Lord ! fir/ 1 exclaimed 
Writhe, lifting up both his hands, 
" I had no concern in it, fir, I do 

affure you 1 fa\f it tut the day 

before yefterday, fir*" 

" And then you faw this fiat point 
of it, and then you was confulted 
how it would break in the body, and 
could not be extracted without ex- 
cruciating torment, or fomething 
next to death — or not at all ? " 

" Indeed, fir— your honour — Mr* 
Henry !"— 

V Pray 



w Pray now tell me, did not Mr,- 
Armftrong dcfign to choofc this* 
weapon ?"— 

"Indeed, fir! I can't tdl.?' 

" Do not add falfehood to thy 
fhame, thou mean foul of villainy !! 
Tell me plainly, or I will make thee 
the public (corn of all the country, 
round."— ► 

•• L believe he did, fir^ 

"And you, knowing this* dfe* 
figncd to be his fecond ? Armftrong 
has faved thee from the hand of juf- 
tice 1 Fly from the fight of day— 
never Ihew thy felf again— but go to 
fome deep recefs in yonder foreft,. 
and wafte out the remnant of thy. 
days in bitter repentance !" 

L 5 Henry, 
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. Henry (hewed him to the door — 
and that very hour this doughty 
knight of the lancet took French 
leave of his fhop and his neighbour- 
hbod for ever. 

It was now too late in the night to 
return to the Park*— Henry therefore 
put the paper into Ins pocket, which 
Armftrong had given him* without 
reading it ; and left a note with drift 
dire&iote that it Jhould be carried to 
Lord Ndrbury, by five o'clock the 
next morning— promifmg to be with 
him by breakfaft*titn*. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

XlENRY's family bad long finer 
retired to reft, when he arrived at 
bomej he therefore fpent the chief 
part of the night in reading over the 
paper in queftton, and ruminating on 
the happy termination of the en*- 
barrafioicnt into which they might 
hate fallen if Armftrong had flood 
firm at his poft. The pape* waa 
nothing more than a corroboration of 
what he had done in fending back 
the cancelled fecurities to Mr. Greg- 
Jbn-~— but expeeffing in the clofc of 
it, that though he had, by fending 
L 6 the 
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the challenge, kept up appearances 
to the laft, he had not been able to» 
perfuade himfelf to add- Lord Nor- 
bury's death to his other crimes — a. 
man, whom he dared not meet- 
It afterward? proved that Arm* 
ftrong had advanced great part of 
the annuities to old- Somerville, and 
had purchafed the debts, contracted 
lor the others, fo that he was potf- 
ftffed of the entire right to the manor 
and eftates, which had been vetted 
for the .repayment of the- money bor- 
rowed. Thefe, in the agony of his re- 
morfc^hc re- inverted in Mr. Somer- 
t illeli family — and having left no 
heirs, Henry had no one to contend 
.with. 

He 
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He rofe early in the morning, and* 
leaving a Abort mefiage for his fa- 
ther,, that Armftrong was dead, and 
that he was going to breakfaft at tHe 
Park, fetroff to fulfil his engagement. 

It was- one of thofe* mornings in 
O&ober, clear and frefli, which ren* 
ders the rofy hue of health more 
ruddy, and* all the fece of nature 
jocund and gay ; — the birds chanted 
their morning orifons, and the open- 
ing glories of the day united to 
awaken his gratitude, and to form 
his mind to afympathetic delight, of 
which the prtfent poftUre of his af- 
fairs rendered him peculiarly fufcep- 
tible. 

He- arrived within an hour after 

the 
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the meflcnger he had ordered from the 
inn, and, defiring to be announced to 
Lord Newbury, wa» immediately ad* 
tnitted to his chamber* 

As fbon a$ he had related the par- 
ticulars of Armftrong's death, and 
Jhewn him the paper in queftion, 
his Lordfliip congratulated him * but 
ob&rved, that, as filicide is generally 
deemed a preemptive proof of in* 
fanity, the whole of his property 
might have fallen to the Crown, if 
hp had not taken the precaution of 
previoufly furrendering his claim in 
the formal manner alluded to. "And 
now then/' added he, <c nothing 
Jeems to obftrudt our progrefs.— J 
have laft night knt a finiihipg hand 

to 
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to your own affairs, by prevailing 
on Mr. Howard to fufpeod his de» 
termination— and now that you aic 
pofiefled of lb ampk a fortune, I 
think he will be puzzled to find 
another ofaje&on*" 

" But, your Lord&ip recoiled* I 
hare promiicd the whole to my fa* 
mily, and that mufk be fulfilled." 

" So it Ihall, Henry, and I will 
hope to be allowed to Jhew you a 
plan to fulfil ic" 

" Here i* your Lordfcip's pocket 
book, at you gave it me/ 9 

« Keep it, Henry— and inftead of 
leading its content* with Fanny, tell 
Mary flic tmtft now fupply her filter's 
place ■ >■■ for, as to Fanny, MnGteg- 

Jon 
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fin (hall make her a fettlement oa 
my cflates, which- will not render the 
pocket-book quite fo necefiary to 
her. Your worthy parents live at 
cafe by their own prudence — and 
though I could not offend their de- 
licacy fo much as to obtrude acknow- 
ledgements upon* them/ they will 
know that they can at all times com- 
mand the fcrvices of a fon-in-kw, as 
well as a Con, and perhaps they will 
find as hearty a welcome at Norbury 
Park as at your manor/' 

<c My fpirits fwim in ftrange co»- 
fufion," faid Henry—" ft* rapid a. 
reverie of fortune, and your Lord. 
Ihip's goodnefs, awaken my deepeft 
fenfe of gratitudo— Oh, My, Lord »! 

where. 
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.where arc the proper words chat 
ihould ibew you what I feel ? I am 
not accuftomed 10 fpeak infincerely, 
and I find what I feel cannot be ex* 
preffed V 

" My worthy friend/* replied 
Lord Norbury, " 1 fhall delight to 
call you brother, and to form plans 
together for our mutual happinefs 
—but why Ihould you ftill feem 
anxious ?" 

" Becaufe, if Mr. Howard Ihould 
ftill decline '* 

ci Leave that to me, my excellent 
friend. Let us prepare for breakfalh 
Mr. Howard will foon make his ap- 
pearance, for you know he faid he 
would join our party : and if I judge 

rightly,. 
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rightly, Mr. Keen is now driving up 
the avenue: we muft contrive to 
keep him here for a day or two> 
that he may affift in a different cere- 
mony." 

Mr. Howard and Mr. Keen en- 
tered Lord Norbury'a dreffing-room 
together, and both joined ia very 
cordial congratulations at meeting; 
in a fituatton ib much more agreeable 
than what they had prepared for. 

His Lordfhip left Henry in the 
chamber,, in order to go and receive 
them, 

" I have paffed the greater part 
of the night in thinking upon this 
rencontre/* faid Mr, Howard,/ ad- 
<lrefl*ng bimfelf to Lord Noibury > 

a& 
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as fye took him by the hand, " and^ 
if it had ended without mifchief, a* 
lb many of them do, of the crifis to 
which it would have brought both, 
your own and my daughter's fixa- 
tion :— and though I muft freely fay, 
it would have pkafed me better that 
Jhe had let her mind upon a man of 
more rank and fortune $ yet, as the 
p6ung people'* mind* fccm fo info- 
parable, and aa Henry feems to po£ 
fefs a nobly generous difpofition, ai)d 
has a good counfel in yourLordfllip, 
I give you full authority to tell him 
that I no longer ftand between them.* 
« Believe me," faid Lord Nor- 
bury, " my dear Charles, you are 
by this fecuring the happinefs of 

ua 
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tls all. And now let me inform yoa, 
that Armftrong, flung to the quick 
at having fleeced old Somervillc in 
the money tran&dtiofls between them* 
has furrendered up alt his Jecurities, 
and voluntarily inverted Henry with 
the manor and eftater unincumber- 
ed : your daughter will thus have a 
jointure fuitable to her, and her huf- 
band will beas a rank in fociety that 
toill not difgrace yoUi" 

« Wonderful indeed \» laid Mr. 
Howard—" This hour (hall begin 
©ur general joy.~But your Lord*, 
fcip has not even yet made your fpeech 
—I fuppofe you have fecured your 
ele£Uon." 

He left him, in hafte to communis 

cata 
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cate thcfc glad tidings to Mrs. How- 
ard—but prevented her from fpread- 
ing the tale further, that the lovers 
might relate their own (lory. 



CHAP. 
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burft with redoubled horror upon 
ir>c !— But then let it burft— I wait 
its fury, for in the dorm I may at 
lead die with Harriet's name upon 
my lips 1" 

Mr. Howard, followed by his lady, 

led his daughter by the hand into the 
room, and- without fpeaking, for his 
heart was full, prcfentcd her to 
Henry. Aftontihed by die delirium 
of his joy, he ftarted for a moment 
—and then flew with extended arms, 
and overflowing heart, and clafped 
her to his bread, " My life— my 
Harriet !" he exclaimed— and thrice 
preffed her to his beating heart, — It 
was a moment, in which the gufhing 
foul, melting in delicious drops of 

animated 
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animated nature, diflblvcd in holy 
tears ( 

Mr. Howard embraced them both 
without being able to fpeak ; but, 
prdfing their hands together, at 
length in a tremulous voice, calling 
his eyes firft upon them, and then 
upward to heaven : " My deareft 
children, be happy I" — And then 
turning to his wife, he poured the 
ftream of his feeling heart into her 
affe&ionate bofom. 

Henry, who now (aw his dream, 
realized* and that he was allowed 
co look on Harriet in a nearer 
view than before, ftlll kept her 
h?pd in bis* and ftill noujrUhed' the 

Vol. II. M charm 
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charm of preffiog it frequently, to 
his lips. Her tender bofom beat in 
unifon with his— her fofteoed eye, 
fparkling like. a fun- beam upon the 
early dew, gained momentary rays 
from the fame fource which animated 
his — and fcarcely reftraining himfelf 
from catching her again to his bofom, 
he clafped his hands, and gave a free 
vent to his joy by a flood of filent 
manly tears. 

As they approached the window, 
they difcovered Lord Norbury plead- 
ing his own caufe with Fanny, whom' 
he foon after led into the room. The 
charming fuffufion on her counte- 
nance, mingled with the tender tu» 

mult 
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mult of her bofom, and the lively 
ray of unadulterate pleafure, which 
added new life to her perfon, needed 
but little explanation of thofc feeK 
ings which her downcaft modefty 
ftrovein vain to conceal. 

44 Allow me, my dear friends/ 1 
faid his Lordfhip, as he entered the 
room, 44 to fay, that Mifs Somerville 
has made me the happieft of men 
—and has permitted me to hope that 
her friend Harriet will cement their 
preient friendlhip, by making one 
day the fource of future happinefs to 
both their families." 

44 Let us all join," faid Mr, How* 
ardj '+ in an early vifit this morning 

to 
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to Mr. and Mrs. Somerville — wc 
have all much to relate to them, and 
I know that their excellent hearts 
will join in our general joy/ 9 



THE END. 



* .* 




